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In pandemic, word definitions shift and new lexicon emerges

By MATT SEDENSKY
PHILADELPHIA  (AP) —
Newscasts  bring  word
of "hot zones" and "lock-
downs." Conversations are
littered with talk of "quar-
antines" and 'isolation."
Leaders urge "social dis-
tancing" and "shelfering in
place" and "flattening the
curve."

In an instant, our vocabu-
lary has changed — just
like everything else.

It seems like just days since
people were looking up
"caucus" for clarity on the
American political process
or "acquit" to decode the
Senate's verdict in Presi-
dent Donald Trump's im-
peachment. Now, those
turning to online dictionar-
ies are parsing the differ-
ence between epidemics
and pandemics, ventila-
tors and respirators, seek-
ing some black-and-white
answers in the face of total
uncertainty.

"Words maltter,” says John
Kelly, a senior research edi-

tor at Dictionary.com.
Continued on page 3
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In this Wednesday, March 18, 2020 file photo, a sign reminding people about "social distancing” in the midst of the COVID-19 coro-
navirus outbreak stands next to a roadway in North Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.

Associated Press

Imports of medical supplies plummet
as demand in U.S. soars

By MARTHA MENDOZA and
JULIET LINDERMAN

The critical shortage of
medical supplies across
the U.S., including testing
swabs, proftective masks,
surgical gowns and hand
sanitizer, can be fied to a
sudden drop in imports,
mostly from China, The As-
sociated Press has found.
Trade data shows the de-
cline in shipments started in
mid-February after the spi-
raling coronavirus outbreak
in China led the country to
shutter factories and dis-
rupted ports. Some emer-
gency rooms, hospitals and
clinics in the U.S. have now
run out of key medical sup-
plies, while others are ra-

fioning personal protective
equipment like gloves and
masks.

The United States counts on
receiving the vast majority
of its medical supplies from
China, where the coronavi-
rus has infected more than
80,000 people and killed
more than 3,200. When
Chinese medical supply
factories began coming
back on line last month,
their first priority was their
own hospitals.

The government required
makers of N95 masks to sell
all or part of their produc-
fion internally instead of
shipping masks to the U.S.
The most recent delivery of
medical-grade N95 masks

arrived from China about
a month ago, on Feb. 19.
And as few as 13 shipments
of non-medical N95 masks
have arrived in the past
month — half as many as
arrived the same month last
year. N95 masks are used in
industrial settings, as well as
hospitals, and filter out 95%
of all airborne particles, in-
cluding ones too tiny to be
blocked by regular masks.
Governors across the coun-
fry are becoming panicked
as states run out of equip-
ment. President Donald
Trump has urged them to
buy masks on the open
market, but few if any are
available.

"Without adequate pro-
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In this March 17, 2020, photo, Theresa Madlijan, a registered
nurse, has hand sanitizer applied on her hands after removing
her gloves after she took a nasopharyngeal swab from a pa-
tient at a drive-through COVID-19 testing station for University of
Washington Medicine patients in Seattle.

tection, more of our hospi-
tal staff could become ill,
which would mean there
wouldn't be people to care
for patients,” said Nancy

Associated Press

Foster, the American Hospi-
fal Association’s vice presi-
dent of quality and patient

safety policy.
Continued on page 8



SATURDAY 21 MARCH 2020| UP FRONT

Trump vs Fauci: President and doctor spar over unproven drug

By RICARDO ALONSO-
ZALDIVAR

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — In an
extraordinary  exchange,
President Donald Trump
and the government's top
infectious disease expert,
Dr. Anthony Fauci, publicly
sparred Friday on whether
a malaria drug would work
to treat people with coro-
navirus disease.

The scene played out on
national television during
the daily White House brief-
ing on the outbreak. Anx-
ious for answers, Americans
heard conflicting ones from
a just-the-facts scientist
and a president who oper-
ates on gut instinct.
Reporters asked both men
— first Fauci then Trump
— if a malaria drug called
hydroxychloroquine could
be used to prevent CO-
VID-19, the disease caused
by the virus. A day earlier,
when Fauci wasn't with him
at that briefing, Trump had
called attention to the
drug.

On Friday, Fauci took the
reporter's question and got
right to the point.

"No," he said. "The answer ...
is no.

"The information that you're
referring to specifically is
anecdotal," Fauci added
firmly. "It was not done in a
controlled clinical trial, so
you really can't make any
definitive statement about
it."

He went on to explain that
the Food and Drug Admin-

President Donald Trump listens as Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseas-
es Dr. Anthony Fauci speaks during a coronavirus task force briefing at the White House, Friday,

March 20, 2020, in Washington.

istration is looking for a way
to make the drug available
for emergency use, but in
a manner that gives the
government data about
whether it's safe and effec-
five. Fauci is director of the
National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases
at NIH and in more than
30 years has handled HIV,
SARS, MERS, Ebola and now
the new coronavirus.
Currently, there is no medi-
cine specifically approved
for tfreating COVID-19.

But Trump stuck to what his
gut was felling him. As the
two men took turns at the
podium, Trump said he dis-

agreed with the notion that
there is no magic drug for
the coronavirus disease.
"Maybe and maybe nof,
" he said. "Maybe there s,
maybe there isn't. We have
to see.”

He struck an upbeat note,
while trying not to directly
challenge Fauci.

"I think without seeing foo
much, I'm probably more
of a fan of that," he said,
referring to the malaria
drug. "And we all under-
stand what the doctor said
is 100% correct."

Then the president added,
"It's a strong drug. So, we'll

see.

Associated Press

Hydroxychloroquine  and
a similar drug — chloro-
quine — are sold around
the world under a variety of
brand and generic names.
They can be prescribed
off-label by doctors in the
United States. They may in-
terfere with the coronavirus
being able to entfer cells,
and some scientists have
reported possible encour-
aging signs in test-tube and
other small studies.

Other scientists are skepti-
cal that those promising
test-tube results will trans-
late to benefits for patients.
Fauci has a track record
of being the fact-based

counterpoint to the Trump
administration's upbeat as-
sessments of the corona-
virus outbreak. For much
longer than that, he's spe-
cialized in the same calm
and persistent repetition of
the information he thinks
his audience — whether
the public or physicians —
needs to know.

Weeks ago, after Fauci said
that even with all deliber-
ate speed a vaccine could
take a year to 18 months,
Trump fold a political rally
one could be ready "rela-
fively soon."

As administration officials
repeatedly assured the
public that coronavirus
tests were rapidly becom-
ing available, Fauci at a
congressional hearing said
the lack of widespread
testing was "a failing" of the
system.

Although Fauci has publicly
supported Trump's travel re-
strictions to try to keep the
virus out, he warned the
worst was coming even as
Trump suggested the crisis
was under good control.
Rather than fighting with
Trump, he stepped up to
the podium Friday to say
he's not ruling the drug out,
but that it must be studied
before making any prom-
ises.

Trump wasn't dialing back
his enthusiasm.

"Look, it may work and it
may not work and | agree
with the doctor,” Trump
said. "l feel good about it.
That's allitis. 4

Army closing recruiting stations, moves effort online

By ROBERT BURNS and LO-
LITA C. BALDOR

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
fop Army officer said Fri-
day that all of the service's
recruiting stations are now
closing, as the military takes
more dramatic steps to
prevent the spread of the
COronavirus.

Gen. James McConville,
chief of staff of the Army,
fold Pentagon reporters
the service will move fto
"virtual" recruiting, wooing
recruits more aggressively
through a variety of social
media sites and other on-

Secretary of the Army Ryan McCarthy, left, accompanied by

Gen. James McConville, Chief of Staff of the Army, right, speaks
at a news conference at U.S. Army Medical Research and De-
velopment Command at Fort Detrick in Frederick, Md., Thurs-
day, March 19, 2020, where scientists are working to help de-
velop solutions to prevent, detect and treat the coronavirus.

Associated Press

line activities. He said the
shutdown is "happening
right now as we speak,"
and may confinue through
the weekend.

The move comes as the
Army works to recover from
recruiting shortfalls  and
stfruggles in recent years,
prompting leaders to de-
velop more programs to
reach young people on-
line.

Army Secretary Ryan Mc-
Carthy said it's not yet clear
how long the shutdown will
last, saying the service will
take things day by day.

"It's all going to depend on

duration" of the new virus,
he said, adding that the
Army was having a good
recruiting year so far.

The Army met its enlistment
goal in 2019, after failing
fo hit recruiting numbers a
year earlier, for the first time
in 13 years.

The target goal for recruits
was lowered from 76,500
in 2018 to about 68,000 last
year.

Army leaders have in-
creased the number of re-
cruiters and beefed up ef-
forts to connect with young
people through online
sports and similar events.]
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"They provide comfort and
order amid chaos. They
provide solidarity in an age
of social distancing."

A look at the fast-evolving
lexicon of the coronavirus
pandemic:

WARTIME METAPHORS
Trump, who spent weeks
brushing off the sever-
ity of the crisis, is now tout-
ing himself as "a wartime
president" leading the fight
against the virus. New York
Gov. Andrew Cuomo is
equating ventilators to "mis-
siles" in the battle. French
President Emmanuel Mao-
cron has bluntly declared:
"We are at war."

Around the world, words
typically used in relation
to nuclear fallout, active
shooters, deadly storms
and war are now being de-
ployed to discuss disease.
John Baugh, a linguist at
Washington University in St.
Louis, says doctors are des-
perate to shake the public
to attention, using meta-
phors they think can con-
vey the seriousness of the
problem. Politicians may
be doing the same — or
may be frying to capitalize
on catastrophe.

"They're infended fo grab
aftention, whether it's politi-
cally motivated or for some
other reason," Baugh said.
SHIFTING DEFINITIONS

After the virus gripped Chi-
na, onlookers saw a "lock-
down" at the outbreak’s
epicenter of Wuhan, with
public transit coming to a
halt, monitors enforcing or-
ders keeping people inside
and officials going door-to-
door searching for infected
people to be forced into
quarantines.

As COVID-19 moved west,
though, the meaning of
such terms has morphed,
and leaders' definitions of
disaster jargon has been as
varied as the public's inter-
pretations.

Cuomo, whose state has
the largest number of virus
cases in the U.S., created a
"containment zone" in New
Rochelle last week. Paired
with an order dispatch-
ing the National Guard —
though only for cleaning
and food distribution — the
phrase conjured images of
mass quarantine even as
businesses remained open
and people were free to
come and go.

Cuomo and New York City

Mayor Bill de Blasio have
subsequently aired differ-
ent messages on the possi-
bility of more severe restric-
fions in the biggest Ameri-
can city, with the mayor
urging residents to prepare
to "shelter in place" and
the governor criticizing the
idea and the language.
Cuomo has dismissed "shel-
terin place" as arelic of the
Atomic Age, when people
were trained to get fo an
intferior windowless room
until they got an "all clear"
message.

"Now, that's not what peo-
ple really mean, but that's
what it sounds like," he said.
"Communicate what you
mean without using terms
that nobody understands
and only incites panic."
With people clamoring to
know what's next, it's im-
portant that a San Fran-
cisco "shelter in place" not
be confused with a Wuhan
"lockdown," but it's hard to
get the same message pro-
jected everywhere.
"People are using differ-
ent terms somewhat inter-
changeably," said Dr. Irwin
Redlener, an expert on di-
saster preparedness and
public health at Columbia
University. The tug-of-war
over ferminology echoes
the patchwork of measures
that state and local gov-
ernments have taken, he

said.
VIRUS VOCABULARY
Kathleen Hall Jamieson

cringes when scientists toss
out statements of "morbid-
ity" and "mortality" in the
same breath, when public
officials warn of "asymp-
fomatic" people posing
a threat, and when news
conferences are peppered
with words like "vector" and
"tfransmission.”

"They are incomprehensi-
ble to many in the public,"
said the University of Penn-
sylvania communications
expert, who co-edited "The
Oxford Handbook of the
Science of Science Com-
munication."

"Public health officials," she
said, "need to franslate
their technical language
into intelligible language.”

That means saying some-
thing like "not showing any
symptoms" instead of "as-
ymptomatic," using simple
verbs like "spread" versus
"fransmit," and opfing for
the clarity of "hand-wash-
ing" over "hygiene."

But Hall Jamieson marvels
at how Dr. Anthony Fauci
and others have managed
to get the public to grasp a
complicated medical con-
cept with the phrase "flat-
tening the curve," often ac-
companied by visual hand
cues. And many see "social
distancing" to be the great-
est pandemic-era addition
the vernacular yet — easily
understood phrasing that's
helped communicate fto
millions that they need to
keep a safe berth to avoid
spreading the virus.

"That's really taken off"
says Eric Acton, a linguist atf
Eastern Michigan University,
"and (it's) a term that prob-
ably will have a life that
outlives this outbreak."
REBRANDING, OR SEEKING
LEVITY

"We now have a name for
the disease," the head of
the World Health Organiza-
fion, Dr. Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, announced
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on Feb. 11, declaring it CO-
VID-19.

It doesn't exactly roll off the
tongue, and no obivous
acronym like AIDS or SARS
or MERS has arisen as a re-
placement.

Seeking fo rebrand, Trump
and his allies have taken to
calling it the "Chinese virus,"
which many consider rac-
ist. Alaska Rep. Don Young
played on the coronavirus'
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linguistic similarity to a liba-
fion often consumed with
a lime wedge, dismissing
it as a "beer virus" over-
blown by media hysteria.
And others bored with the
limitations of COVID-19 and
the even clunkier name of
the virus that causes it —
severe acutfe respiratory
syndrome coronavirus 2 —
have come up with their
own shorthand.(
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2020 campaigns go digital amid fears of coronavirus spread

By BRIAN SLODYSKO, AL-
EXANDRA JAFFE and ZEKE
MILLER

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — No
more rallies. No more door-
knocking. And no more in-
person fundraisers, raking in
dollars from dozens of mil-
lionaires at once.

The coronavirus has dis-
rupted American life, and
the 2020 presidential cam-
paignis no exception. Amid
calls for social distancing
fo stop the pandemic's
spread, President Donald
Trump and Democrats Joe
Biden and Bernie Sanders
have had little choice but
to call off large-scale pub-
lic events in favor of poli-
ticking online and over the
airwaves.

Gone are the rope lines,
selfies with supporters and
entourages of traveling
press. They're being re-
placed — for now — with
fools of the digital world:
tele-town halls, virfual fund-
raisers and livestreamed
speeches from candidates'
homes, somefimes with
awkward results.

The abrupt shift has infused
the contest with an added
degree of uncertainty.
With confrol of the White
House at stake, candidates
have been forced to ditch
well-honed strategies in
favor of untested tfactics.
There are doubts about
whether they will be able
to continue raising crucial
cash as unemployment
soars and the economy
sputters. There are also
concerns that a virtual
campaign could foster the
spread of misinformation
and maybe even force the
cancellation of the major
party conventions this sum-
mer.

"Nobody's had to put to-
gether a general election
strategy in the circum-
stances we face today,"
Anita Dunn, Biden's senior
adviser, told The Associ-
ated Press. "l like to say ev-
ery election is different. This
election is really, really, re-
ally different."

Digital advertising and on-
line outreach were always
going to play a major role
in the election. But no one
could anticipate that tac-
tile politics would be com-
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In this image from video provided by BernieSanders.com, Democratic presidential candidate
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vit., speaks from Washington, Tuesday, March 17, 2020.

pletely put on hold.

Since events halted ear-
lier this month, Sanders has
held a virtual rally featuring
rocker Neil Young and ap-
peared via livestream for
a "fireside chat." But any
momentum he's sought to
build has been sapped, as
Biden, the former vice pres-
ident, has won a string of
contests that put the nomi-
nation within his grasp.
Sanders' campaign did not
respond fo a request for
comment.

The pause has provided
Biden the opportunity fo
retool his campaign, which
was running on fumes
before his massive win in
South Carolina last month
reset the race. But he lacks
the robust digital operation
that Sanders and Trump
have. And his early experi-
ments in online campaign-
ing have had mixed resulfs.
Biden aimed fto appear
presidential during a
livestream Tuesday night,
when he won primaries in
Florida, lllinois and Arizona.
Standing before a podium
with an austere backdrop
from his home state of Del-
aware, he called on the
nation to put politics aside
to fight the coronavirus
because it "doesn't care if
you're a Democrat or a Re-
publican."

Yet an earlier event was
marred by technical glitch-
es. At one point, Biden
wandered off-camera.
The campaign later apol-
ogized for the difficulties,
and Rob Flaherty, Biden's

digital director, acknowl-
edged livestream technol-
ogy is "one of the things
that we're struggling with."
"He's the best retail politi-
cian in the entire world,
righte So how do we build
systems where he can go
out and meet people, sfill
talk to people, get those
one-on-one engagements,
and also make people feel
like they're a part of some-
thing?" Flaherty said.

The campaign is also look-
ing intfo adopting the use
of Slack, a popular group
communication platform,
now that staffers are work-
ing from home.

Trump, too, is not immune
from the effects. Though
the Republican has the
megaphone of the presi-
dency, his dismissive early
response to the virus and
denials that a pandemic
was spreading have been
largely panned.

At the same time, he's be-
ing denied the ability to
hold the freewheeling ral-
lies that are a staple of his
presidency and that allow
him to blow off steam, at-
tack rivals and often shift
the media narrative.

As campaign offices have
emptied out and workers
telecommute from home,
frainings for his reelection
effort are now being done
virtually, as are all voter
contacts.

Tim Murtaugh, the com-
munications director for
Trump's reelection cam-
paign, said the campaign
is "best equipped" for the

Associated Press

pivot to virtual campaign-
ing. But no amount of
technology can replicate
the arena rallies that have
served Qs mass organiz-
ing and communication
events for his reelection.
Murtaugh said the cam-
paign hopes to roll out "live
and interactive" events
with surrogates online in the
coming days. Still, don't ex-
pect to see Trump partici-
pating in them.

Murtaugh  said  that as
Trump and Vice President
Mike Pence hold televised
briefings daily, the cam-
paign's role is to amplify
their message.

"Americans want to see
that their president and
their government is on the
case," he said.

While Biden has called for
the country to come fto-
gether for a moment of bi-
partisanship to address the
crisis, other Democrats are
ifching to use Trump's han-
dling of it as an election-
year attack.

"Using Trump's own words
and actions to remind
people of his failures while
he tries to rewrite history is
essential," tweeted David
Plouffe, Barack Obama's
former campaign manag-
er.

So far, at least, a politi-
cal committee affiliated
with Trump's reelection has
opted against taking the
same course. America First
Action, a super PAC sanc-
tioned by Trump, has post-
poned plans to spend mil-
lions aftacking Biden in TV

ads while the crisis in ongo-
ing.

Another area of uncer-
tainty is whether any of the
contenders will still be able
fo rake in gobs of money,
the lifeblood of any cam-
paign.

With big-dollar events on
hold, the candidates and
the parties could struggle
to bring in large checks.
The financial uncertainty
could also depress grass-
roots donations from those
who give small amounts
online.

"We have to be thoughtful
about how we ask people
for money," Flaherty said.
"We're moving into a space
where the economy is go-
ing tfo be tougher."

Not everyoneis concerned,
though.

"Any Democratic Party of-
ficial who's agonizing over
what type of fundraising we
do or what type of conven-
tion we're going to have
should get out of group
therapy, go to JoeBiden.
com and make a dona-
tion," said Robert Zimmer-
man, a prominent New York
donor and Democratic No-
fional Committee member
who said he would be fine
casting his ballot for Biden
during a virtual convention.
"The pandemic that we're
facing and the threat it
represents puts everything
in the proper perspective."
But it's not just the presiden-
fial candidates who will
have to grapple with this
new readlity. Down-ballot
candidates could find the
shift to an all-digital cam-
paign particularly  chal-
lenging because many of
them are running on much
thinner budgets and have
less money to spend on ads
and staff to make up for the
loss of in-person interaction.
"If you have no money,
and you're dependent on
meeting people out in or-
ganic environments, the
challenges you now face
are huge," said Kelly Diet-
rich, CEO of the National
Democratic Training Com-
mittee, a group that frains
Democrats who want to
run for office or work on a
campaign.

Even well-funded players
in the presidential race are
feeling the pinch. 4
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Parents, police struggle to herd the you

By LEANNE ITALIE
Associated Press

Teen: "Il can't stay here
all day. What about my
friends!?2"

Parent: "Are you kiddinge
This is serious!"

The adolescent brain is def-
initely in play as authorities
around the globe struggle
to keep young people from
gathering, while parents
fret at home about what
they're up to as the coro-
navirus spreads.

"It's like herding chickens,"
said Southamptfon, New
York, mom Anastasia Ga-
valas, with five of her own
who range from 13 to 21.
She spoke Tuesday, just two
days into school closings
that could last for weeks.
'They feel well and the
weather has been nice
so they think they can go
and do anything. If they
can climb over locked
gatfes and play ball in the
park, they will. If there's
one store that's remained
open, they'll find it and go
in. No matter how much |
ask, they're getting out and
doing something," Gavalas
said.

Impulsiveness, unsound
judgment, egocentricity.
Toddlers or teens?

Rachel Busman, a child
and adolescent psycholo-
gist with the Child Mind
Institute in New York, said
the sfill-developing ado-
lescent brain can exhibit
those traits and more, only
now teens with thoughts of
invincibility can potentially
do real harm to themselves
and ofhers.

For most people, the coro-
navirus causes only mild
or moderate symptoms,
such as fever and cough.
For some, especially older
adults and people with
existing health problems, it
can cause more severe ill-
ness, including pneumonia.
The vast majority of people

recover.

Some teens are skipping
over the redlity that they're
potential carriers.

"They're very much primed
toward reward and primed
toward immediate gratifi-
cation," Busman said.
What's a parent to do@?
Especially those of highly
mobile older teens used to
far greater freedoms than
virus restrictions allow, in-
cluding college kids whose
schools have gone fo re-
mote learning or remain on
spring break.

"If you start the conversa-
tion with, 'You can't do
that," you're probably go-
ing to be met with, 'Oh yes
| can, I'm an adult' kind of
thing," Busman said. "The
first step is validate. Let your
teen know you get it, even
if you don't fully under-
stand."

In Europe and elsewhere,
authorities have stepped
in.

Belgion media reported
roughly 300 people at-
tended a rave in the Lux-
embourg Province town
of Tenneville last Saturday.
Police and federal agents
swooped in and broke it
up.

In France, teens who defy
a lockdown on nonessen-
fial frips out could cost their
parents fines of $40 to $150.
All residents must fill out a
form documenting why
they've left their homes
during the 15-day period.
Hanging out with friends is
not considered a valid reo-
son.

Just as spring weather ar-
rived in Germany, with
schools, clubs and concert
halls closed, "corona" par-
ties have surfaced despite
restrictions.  In  additfion,
police dispersed young
people from several parks
across Berlin on Tuesday,
according to local media.
"It is not reasonable to in-

Cece Guida, 19, top, of New York City, pushes on Sam Reddic
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k, 20, of Evansville, Ind., as spring

break revelers look on during a game of chicken fight on the beach, Tuesday, March 17, 2020, in

Pompano Beach, Fla.

vite a big party at home
or other celebrations with
many people," said Lars
Schaade, the deputy head
of Germany's public health
agency.

Groups of teens have been
congregating in cafes else-
where in Europe.

Asked about the prob-
lem of roving young peo-
ple, U.S. President Donald
Trump joined the chorus
Wednesday of those noting
"they're feeling invincible,"
and sternly urged them to
"heed the advice" to take
care.

His coronavirus coordina-
tor, Deborah Birx, warned

of "concerning reports" out
of France and Italy that
young people have be-
come seriously ill from CO-
VID-19.

Some parents are doing
what they can.

In Williston, Vermont, Ann
Schmidt said her 17-year-
old son isn't one to sit
around the house. He's a
soccer player and skier,
but his soccer center has
shut down along with the
slopes.

"He's been tooling around
in his car, visiting friends. It's
very hard," she said. "Taking
away his physical activity is
having a dramatic impact.

Associated Press

I'm frying fo be as empao-
thetic as possible while
keeping him safe."

Schmidt sent him to a store
with a credit card to buy
an Xbox so at least he can
play FIFA online.

In Manhattan, mom Alina
Adams is holding her own
with her three, ages 13, 16
and a 20-year-old home
since his college closed.
“I'm being completely
hands off because | know
that the minute | suggest
they do anything, they!ll
be instantly against it,"
she said. "My 13-year-old
daughter has been making
plenty of TikToks."[[]
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"Acceptit': 3 states lock down 70 million against the virus

Associated Press

llinois and New York state
joined California on Friday
in ordering all residents to
stay in their homes unless
they have vital reasons
to go out, restricting the
movement of more than
70 million Americans in the
most sweeping measures
undertaken yet in the U.S.
fo contain the coronavirus.
The states' governors act-
ed in a bid to fend off the
kind of onslaught that has
caused the health system
in southern Europe to buck-
le. The lockdowns encom-
pass the three biggest cities
in America — New York, Los
Angeles and Chicago — as
well as No. 8 San Diego and
No. 14 San Francisco.

"No, this is not life as usual,”
New York Gov. Andrew
Cuomo said as the death
foll in the U.S. topped 200,
with at least 35 in his state.
"Accept it and realize it
and deal with it."

Cuomo said that starting
Sunday, all workers in non-
essential businesses must
stay home as much as
possible, and gatherings
of any size will be banned
in the state of over 19 mil-
lion people. California like-
wise all but confined its 40
million residents on Friday,
and lllinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker
announced a similar order
set to take effect on Satur-
day for the state's 12.6 mil-
lion people. The governor
of Connecticut, New York's
neighboring state, said he
also was poised to issue a
comparable directive.
Exceptions were made for
essential jobs and errands,
such as buying groceries
and medicine, as well as
for exercise.

The lockdowns sent an-
other shudder through the
markets, where many fear
a recession is a near cer-
fainty. Stocks tumbled on
Wall Street, closing out their
worst week since the 2008
financial crisis. The Dow
Jones Industrial Average
fell more than 900 points,
ending the week with a
17% loss.

The increasingly drastic
measures in the U.S. came
as gasping patients filled
the wards of hospitals in
Spain and ltaly, and the
global death toll surpassed

Two pairs of hikers maintain distance as they mingle at Vista View Point in Griffith Park, Friday,
March 20, 2020, in Los Angeles.

11,000, with the virus gain-
ing footholdsin new corners
of the world. Over a quar-
ter-milion people world-
wide have been infected,
according to a count kept
by Johns Hopkins University,
though close to 90,000 of
them have recovered.
ltaly, the hardest-hit coun-
fry in Europe, reported 627
new deaths, its biggest
day-to-day rise since the
outbreak began, and said
new cases also shot up. Ita-
ly now has seen over 4,000
deaths — more even than
China — and 47,000 infec-
fions. The soaring numbers
came despite a nation-
wide lockdown.

The World Health Organi-
zation highlighted the epi-
demic's dramatic speed,
noting it fook more than
three months to reach the
first 100,000 confirmed cas-
es butonly 12 days toreach
the next 100,000. Among
those infected was a mem-
ber of Vice President Mike
Pence's staff. The White
House said that staffer did
not appear to have "close
contact" with either Pence
or Trump.

Across the U.S., where the
number of infected topped
17,000, governors and pub-
lic health officials watched
the crisis in Europe with
mounting alarm and
warned of critical shortag-
es of ventilators, masks and
other gear at home.

In New York City, health offi-

cials told medical providers
to stop testing patients for
the virus, except for people
sick enough to require hos-
pitalization, saying testing is
exhausting supplies of pro-
fective equipment.

As promised earlier in the
week, President Donald
Trump  officially invoked
emergency wartime au-
thority to try to speed pro-
duction of such equipment.
Countries frantfically pre-
pared for a deluge of pa-
fients in the coming weeks.
In Britain, the government
asked 65,000 retired nurses
and doctors to return to
work. A convention center
and hotels in Madrid were
being turned into field
hospitals for nearly 10,000
patients. France's military
worked to build a makeshift
medical centerin the hard-
hit town of Mulhouse. The
U.S. readied military hospi-
tals for civilian use.

Trump also announced the
closing of the Mexican bor-
der to most fravel but not
frade. That brings it in line
with the restrictions on the
Canadian border earlier
this week. The federal gov-
ernment also moved the
income tax filing deadline
from April 15 to July 15.
"We're about to enter into
a new way of living here
in Los Angeles," Mayor Eric
Garcetti said as California
went into lockdown. "What
we do and how we do it
and if we get this right will
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determine how long this cri-
sis lasts."

The streets of America's cit-
ies were quieter than nor-
mal, even in many commu-
nities not under lockdown.
In New York, Edjo Wheeler
said he knew two people
very sick with flu-like symp-
toms, which can indicate
the coronavirus.

"That makes me walk
around with my hands in
my pocket to make sure
I'm not touching things,'
said Wheeler, 49, who runs
a nonprofit art center. He
added:"If everyone doesn't
cooperate, it's not going to
be effective."

At the Paramount Drive-in
near Los Angeles, Forrest
and Erin McBride figured a
drive-in movie was one of
the few ways they could
responsibly celebrate their
anniversary.

"We were like, what can we
do? Everything's closed,"
Forrest said before a show-
ing of "Onward." "We were
like, 'Well, a drive-in theater
is kind of like a self-quaran-
tined movie date."

The virus has struck at the
very identities of many
counfries: closing down
cafes, restaurants and bou-
levard life in France, end-
ing la dolce vita in Italy,
shutting down England's
pubs and the ceremonial
changing of the guard at
Buckingham Palace, dam-
aging sales of fulips from
Holland and shuttering the

Statue of Liberty in the U.S.
Governments are 1rying
fo balance locking down
residents with the need to
keep food, medicine and
other essentials flowing.

In Britain, the category of
vital workers includes doc-
tors, nurses and paramed-
ics — and also vicars, fruck-
ers, garbage collectors
and journalists. In New York,
people venturing outside
will have to stay at least 6
feet apart. And while they
will be free to get some ex-
ercise to keep their sanity,
there will be no "playing
basketball with five other
people," Cuomo said.
"These provisions will be en-
forced," the governor said.
"These are not helpful hints."
In Bergamo, the epicen-
ter of the Italian outbreak,
cemeteries were over-
whelmed. Patients at the
city's main hospital lined up
in a narrow ward, struggling
for breath as doctors and
nurses moved swiftly from
one beeping machine to
the next.

"When the virus arrived
here, there was no con-
fainment, and it spread
through the valleys very
quickly. ... Some said it was
the normal flu. We doc-
tors knew it was not," said
Dr. Luca Lorini, head of in-
tensive care at the hospi-
tal, where nearly 500 beds
were dedicated to people
suffering severe symptoms.
Eighty patients were in in-
tensive care.

While the illness is mild in
most people, the elderly
are particularly susceptible
fo serious symptoms. Italy
has the world's second-
oldest population, and the
vast majority of its dead —
87% — were over 70.

Still, even younger people
are at risk.

"You're not invincible"
WHO chief Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus warned
them. He noted that many
counftries are reporting that
people under 50 make up
a "significant proportion” of
patients needing to be hos-
pitalized.

Some of the only good
news came from Wuhan,
the Chinese city where
the outbreak began and
where hospitals were strug-
gling just weeks ago.d
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Silvia Shadden, 68, in blue, pulls a cart as she leaves a U.S. cus-
toms checkpoint in El Paso, Texas after a she went to Ciudad
Juarez, Mexico for a doctor's appointment on Friday, March 20,
2020.

Associated Press

Virus prompts US
and Mexico to restrict
border travel

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Mexi-
co and the U.S. announced
Friday that they would
prohibit all "non-essential’
fravel across their shared
border as part of efforts to
confrol the spread of the
coronavirus.

Both countries and Canao-
da also agreed to immedi-
ately turn back anyone ftry-
ing to cross their bordersille-
gally, with U.S. officials say-
ing that the unchecked en-
fry of people from around
the world poses a potential
health risk because of the
rapidly spreading virus.
"The actions we are tak-
ing fogether with our North
American partners will save
countless lives," President
Donald Trump said in an-
nouncing the measures.
Trump administration  offi-
cials and Mexican Foreign
Secretary Marcelo Ebrard
outlined restrictions similar
fo those put in place ear-
lier this week along the U.S.
and Canadian border. The
ban would apply to people
who cross for tourism or rec-
reation and other activities
deemed "non-essential.”
"Everyone else is not ex-
pected to have any diffi-
culties," Ebrard told report-
ers in Mexico City. "We're
not talking about closing it."
The ban, which takes ef-
fect at 11:59 p.m. Friday,
does not include commer-
cial traffic and remains in
place as long as needed,
officials said.

By excluding commercial
fraffic from the ban, the

two governments substan-
tially softened the eco-
nomic effects. Also, fewer
Americans are heading
south because of a state-
wide stay-at-home order in
California and a State De-
partment warning advis-
ing Americans not fo tfravel
abroad.

Still, the restrictions are a
major development along
the world's most heavily
crossed border. Mexican
shoppers are the lifeblood
of smaller U.S. border
tfowns, and it is common for
people in both countries to
cross frequently to visit fam-
ily and friends.

As news of the ban spread,
people like 68-year-old El
Paso resident Silvia Shad-
den rushed to cross even
if her reason could meet
the definition of essential.
Walking with a crutch, she
returned from gefting a
weekly vitamin injection
from a doctor in Mexico's
Ciudad Juarez that costs a
fraction of what it does in
the U.S.

"l went to Juarez to see the
doctor and get my injec-
tion," Shadden, who suffers
from a vitamin deficiency
that causes muscle atro-
phy, said as she returned
from the U.S. border check-
point.

In San Diego, an outlet mall
catering fo shoppers at
the nation's busiest border
crossing was closed and
people made the last of
what would be considered
non-essential trips  under
the new rules.
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American and Canadian cruise ship passengers from the Costa Luminosa arrive at Atlanta's Harts-
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field-Jackson International Airport, near Atlanta , Friday, March 20, 2020.
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Stranded cruise ship passengers
describe chaotic flight home

By ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON
and JEFF MARTIN Associ-
ated Press

ATLANTA (AP) — On a
chaotic flight home, some
passengers who had been
stfranded for days aboard
a cruise ship after being
exposed to the corona-
virus  suffered breathing
problems, many coughed
and several fainted with no
food or medical personnel
provided, travelers said Fri-
day.

"It was a suicide mission,"
said passenger Jenny Har-
rell, of Fredericksburg, Vir-
ginia. "It was a mass triage
with absolutely no direction
and the crew going, 'What
should we do now?2"
Decisions were left up to
the passengers, said Har-
rell, who had some emer-
gency medical training in
the past and helped a phy-
sician who was also among
the passengers.

The jet carrying 359 peo-
ple, including hundreds of
American and Canadian
passengers from a Costa
Cruises ship flying home
from France, landed at At-
lanta's international airport
as emergency responders,
and health and customs of-
ficials deployed to screen
them for the coronavirus.
Three people on the flight
tested positive for the coro-
navirus before landing but

had no symptoms, the U.S.
Department of Health and
Human Services and the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention said. Thir-
teen others were sick but
hadn't been tested, and
one passenger was sent to
a local hospital.

Harrell, 51, said she isolat-
ed two other passengers
who were having breath-
ing problems. One had a
chronic lung disease and
needed fo be hooked to
a ventilator, she said. An-
other passenger had an
asthma attack and several
others fainted, apparently
from low blood sugar lev-
els. Harrell said many trav-
elers were coughing and
she helped treat people
who had a fever.

"There should have been
medical personnel on that
flight," Harrell said.

Costa Luminosa passen-
gers also complained they
were given no food other
than orange juice and
crackers in more than 24
hours — the time it took
to disembark in Marseille,
France, to fly to Atlantaq,
and be cleared by officials.
At one point, Harrell said,
the flight attendants hand-
ed her the cabin micro-
phone.

"I basically took over the
plane," she said. "l couldn't
even make this up for a

movie."

In another instance, the
co-pilot asked her and oth-
ers whether they should
land in Bermuda, instead
of continuing all the way to
Atlanta.

"We didn't have a choice.
We had been turned away
for the last eight days," Har-
rell said.

For many, the flight was a
culminatfion of an already
harrowing journey that
began on March 5 in Fort
Lauderdale. Some passen-
gers said they wanted to
cancel the frans-Atlantic
cruise, but the company
refused to give them a re-
fund, assuring them it was
safe to go three days be-
fore the U.S. State Depart-
ment issued a warning for
U.S. citizens not to fravel on
cruise ships.

On March 8, an Italian
woman disembarked in
Puerto Rico with breath-
ing problems. She and her
husband, who also got off
the boat, were hospitalized
and tested positive for the
new coronavirus. Since the
new cases came tfo light,
the Costa Luminosa was
denied entry to several
counfries.

The 1,400 passenger ship
was finally allowed permis-
sion fo dock in Marseille,
France, under strict quar-
antine conditions. [
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Health agencies: No
evidence ibuprofen
worsens coronavirus

LONDON (AP) — The World
Health Organization and
other leading agencies
say there is no evidence to
support the suggestion that
ibuprofen might worsen the
symptoms of COVID-19.
WHO said earlier this week
that it did a quick review
and found no published re-
search or data on the issue.
It also checked with doc-
tors treafing coronavirus
patients.

The U.N. health agency said
it was "not aware of reports
of any negative effects
of ibuprofen, beyond the
usual known side effects." It
added that it was not rec-
ommending against using
ibuprofen for the freatment
of fever in people with CO-
VID-19.

On Thursday, the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration

also weighed in, stating
that it was not aware of
any evidence that taking
a non-steroidal anti-inflam-
matory drug like ibupro-
fen could be harmful for
people infected with the
new coronavirus. lbupro-
fen is sold under the brand
names Advin, Moftrin, Nuro-
fen and others.

The agencies were re-
sponding to a tweet last
weekend from France's
health minister, who said
people who think they
have COVID-19 should not
take ibuprofen. Olivier Ve-
ran suggested those with
a fever take paracetamol,
also known as acetamin-
ophen and sold under
names such as Panadol,
Calpol, and Tylenol.

Veran said anti-inflamma-
tory drugs like ibuprofen

This Thursday, Nov. 2, 2017 photo shows tablets of ibuprofen in New York.

and cortisone could poten-
tially worsen a coronavirus
infection and that patients
should consult their doctor
if they were already taking
the drug.

The warning soon picked

up traction on social media
but was quickly questioned
by major health agencies
and regulators. The po-
tential link between non-
steroidal anfi-inflammatory
drugs like ibuprofen and

Associated Press

COVID-19 was raised in a
letter published earlier this
month in the journal Lan-
cet, where doctors theo-
rized that those drugs might
make it easier for the coro-
navirus to infect cells.

Continved from front

Some hospitals are down to
just a day or two of person-
al protective equipment,
she said.

The AP found that in the
past month, hand sanitizer
and swab imports both
dropped by 40%, N95 mask
imports were down 55%,
and surgical gowns, typi-
cally sourced from Ching,
were at near normal levels
because the sourcing was
shifted to Honduras.
Typically, medical supplies
are delivered along both
coasts. But almost all the
supplies that did arrive in
the past month came into
Newark, New Jersey, across
the country from the earli-
est and most severe coro-
navirus outbreaks.

The AP identified the falling
imports by looking at ship-
ment data maintained by
ImportGenius and Panijiva
Inc., services that indepen-
denftly tfrack global frade.
In mid-February, the World
Health Organization
warned that global de-
mand for safety gear for
medical providers was 100
times higher than normal.
Prices were 20 times higher,
stockpiles were depleted
and there was a four- to
six-month backlog. Despite

this, federal confracting
data shows there was no
big effort at that point to
submit orders.

Trade policies haven't
helped. Tariffs on medical
supplies made them more
expensive, and they were
only liffed March 5, even
though health care asso-
ciations asked the adminis-
fration last year to exempt
items like masks, gloves and
gowns. And now countries
including South Korea, In-
dia and Taiwan are block-
ing exports of medical sup-
plies to save them for their
own citizens, leaving the
U.S. with fewer options.
"The lag time could be
weeks. It could be upward
of months," said Khatereh
Calleja, CEO of the Health-
care Supply Chain Associa-
fion.

Doctors, nurses and first
responders in the U.S. are
resorting to spraying their
masks with bleach at the
end of each day and hang-
ing them up at home to dry
fo use for another day, ac-
cording to the American
College of Emergency Phy-
sicians.

"There is a little bit of anxi-
ety, as you can imagine,
going to work and not
knowing if you will have

In this Tuesday, March 17, 2020, photo hand sanitizer and clean-
er wipes sit in a cart as Des Moines Area Religious Council food
pantry worker Patrick Minor passes out food at a senior center
in Des Moines, lowa.

enough personal protec-
five equipment," said Dr.
David Tan, president of the
National Association of EMS
Physicians.

The decline in swabs in-
cluded multiple varieties,
not just ones needed fo
test for COVID-19. The Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention has for weeks
warned state and local
health departments about
shortages of swalbs, which
are needed for the testing
that is critical fo containing
the pandemic.

Even over-the-counter
medical shipments are
decreasing. Ten shipping
containers filled with medi-
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cal thermometers arrived
at U.S. ports a year ago this
month. But in the last 30
days, there were just five.
Hand sanitizer, also com-
monly sourced from Chi-
na, has disappeared from
U.S. stores, and it may stay
scarce. Last year by this
fime, 223 shipments had ar-
rived. This year, since Janu-
ary, just 157 shipments have
come.

The shortages affect pa-
fients because they can't
get tested and their provid-
ers may be carrying the vi-
rus from one person to the
next. But the far greater risk
is to medical personnel: Al-
ready, there are reports of

dozens of doctors, nurses
and medical staff who
have contracted the virus.
Nurses across the country
report that they are not re-
ceiving the proper person-
al protective equipment
and their hospitals don't
have the isolation rooms
they need to safely care
for COVID-19 patients, ac-
cording to Natfional Nurses
United, the largest union of
registered nurses in the U.S.
"It's not safe at all. Nobody
is safe," said Consuelo Var-
gas, an emergency room
nurse at Cook County Hos-
pital in Chicago. On Friday
morning, after a possible
exposure at work, she went
fo a local hardware store
and bought all the painter
boofties and jumpsuits they
had to wear while caring
for people.

"It's so frustrating because
we feel like health care
workers are being asked for
a lot — and that's fine, we
can do our job. We're just
asking for the equipment
we need," she said.

The shortage doesn't af-
fect only health care. The
humanitarian medical firm
Direct Relief thought it was
heading info 2020 well-
stocked, with several mil-
lion N95 masks. [
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Moscow activists vow to fight on after clashes with police

MOSCOW (AP) — Activists
in Moscow vowed Friday to
persist with their campaign
against plans to bulldoze a
highway through a radio-
active waste site, despite
a police crackdown and
mass detentions.

The campaign started two
months ago as a small
grassroots effort, and made
nafional  headlines on
Thursday night after riot po-
lice stormed the protesters'
make-shift command post
near the site and detained
more than 60 people.

On Friday, several dozen
people gathered near
the site once again. "We
will continue to fight. Of
course, we're not willing to
give up," Larisa Bodrova,
one of the activists, fold The
Associated Press before the

meeting.

Awareness about environ-
mental issues has been
growing in Russia in recent
years. In a poll released
in December 2019 by the
Levada independent poll-
ster, 48% of Russians named
environmental pollution as
the number one threat of
the 21st century, prioritizing
it over terrorism.
Environmental activism
has been on the rise foo.
In 2018-2019, spontaneous
environmental campaigns
across the country — most-
ly against toxic landfills op-
erating at capacity — ac-
counted for the biggest
non-political protests.
Bodrova and dozens of oth-
er activists live in residential
blocks in southeast Mos-
cow, where city authori-
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In this photo taken on Thursday, Feb. 27, 2020, Alexei Ozerov,
physicist and activist fighting against turning a nuclear waste
repository into a construction site of a highway, measures radia-
tion levels at the place in southeastern Moscow, Russia.

ties plan to build a multi-
lane motorway. Part of it
is supposed to go through
a plot of land where at

Associated Press

least 60,000 tons of nuclear
waste are buried, accord-
ing to Russia's public health
wafchdog Rospotrebnad-

ZOr.

Digging info this contami-
nated land is dangerous
as it would stir up a huge
amount of radioactive
dust, Alexei Ozerov, a phys-
icist supporting the activists,
told the AP. "People will be
inhaling it, and (the dust)
will spread quite far — 10-
15 kilometers (around the
site)," Ozerov said.
Radiation levels on the sur-
face of the soil in the area
are already several times
higher than normal, ac-
fivists who regularly take
measurements argue.
Construction  work  was
supposed to start in early
January, but the activists
blocked the entfrance fto
the contaminated areaq,
not letting workers and
frucksin. Q4

Dutch court convicts tram shooter
of deadly terror attack

THE HAGUE, Netherlnads
(AP) — A Dutch court con-
victed a radicalized Muslim
man Friday of murder with
a terrorist motive and sen-
tenced him to life imprison-
ment for opening fire on a
fram and killing four people
last year.

The defendant, 38-year-old
Gokmen Tanis, was not in
court to hear the verdict
due to restrictions imposed
to prevent the spread of
the coronavirus.

"The suspect spread death
and destfruction in broad
daylight in a fram in Utre-
cht," said presiding judge
Ruud van Veldhuisen.

Tanis stepped into the fram,
then "pulled out a pistol
with which he, while shout-
ing the name of his god,
Allah, shot at innocent pas-
sengers in cold blood. Not
once, but many times in
just over two minutes," the
judge added.

He said the terror attack
sent shock waves through
the central city of Utrecht
and the rest of the Nether-
lands.

Tanis did not answer ques-
tions during his trial and was
repeatedly removed from
court for insulting judges,
his lawyer and families of
victims.

three victims is covered with a white sheet as it lies next to a
tram after a shooting incident in Utrecht, Netherlands.
Associated Press

Tanis walked onfo a framin
Utrecht on March 18, 2019
and used a pistol with a si-
lencer attached to shoot
passengers at close range.
He then jumped out of the
fram and shot a driver sit-
ting behind the wheel of a
car.

Three people in the tram
were killed and the man in
the car died of his injuries
more than a week later.
The attack, which hap-
pened just days after the
massacre at two mosques
in the New Zealand city of
Christchurch, sent the his-
toric university city of Utre-
chtinto lockdown as police
hunted for the gunman. He

was detained hours after
the shooting.

Prosecutors said the silenc-
er was adorned with texts
referring to Islam that foren-
sic tests later established
were written by Tanis.

He also left a note in a sto-
len getaway car that said
in Dutch: "I'm doing this for
my religion. You kill Muslims
and you want to take our
religion away from us, but
you won't succeed. Allah
is great." However, witness
statements cited at trial de-
scribed him as a part-time
Muslim who veered be-
tween strictly observing the
religion and drinking, gam-
bling and taking drugs.(d

A nun wearing a mask and gloves stands at the Istituto Figlie di
San Camillo (Institute of Daughters of St. Camillo) in Grottafer-
rata, near Rome, Friday, March 20, 2020.

Associated Press

Italy sees biggest
day-to-day rise in
coronavirus deaths

ROME (AP) — ltaly has re-
corded its highest day-fo-
day-rise in the number of
deaths of people infected
with the new coronavirus.
Civil Protection Chief An-
gelo Borrelli said Friday the
country recorded 627 more
deathsin the 24 hours since
Italy surpassed China on
Thursday as the nation with
the most COVID-19-relat-
ed deaths. The total now
stands at 4,032.

Authorifies said most of the
people who died had exist-
ing health problems such
as heart disease and dia-

betes before they were in-
fected with the virus.
Borrelli says Italy also saw
a staggering increase of
5986 cases from a day
earlier, bringing the official
total in Italy to 47,021.

The soaring numbers come
despite a national lock-
down that drastically limits
when residents are allowed
to leave their homes. Po-
lice have issued citations
to thousands of people for
being out and about with-
out valid reasons, such as
going to work or shopping
for food.(d
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China exonerates doctor reprimanded for warning of virus

BEUJING (AP) — China has
exonerated a doctor who
was officially reprimand-
ed for warning about the
coronavirus outbreak and
later died of the disease,
a startling admission of er-
ror by the ruling Communist
Party that generally bodes
no challenges to its author-
ity.

The party's top disciplinary
body said the police force
in Wuhan had revoked its
admonishment of Dr. Li
Wenliang that had includ-
ed a threat of arrest.

It also said a "solemn apol-
ogy" had been issued to Li's
family and that two police
officers, identified only by
their surnames, had been
issued "disciplinary punish-
menfts" for the original han-
dling of the maftter.

In death, Li became the
face of simmering anger at
the ruling Communist Par-
ty's conftrols over informa-
fion and complaints that
officials lie about or hide
disease outbreaks, indus-
frial accidents, natural di-
sasters and financial frauds,
while  punishing  whistle-
blowers and independent

In this Feb. 7, 2020, file photo, people wearing masks attend a vigil for Chinese doctor Li Wenliang,
who was reprimanded for warning about the outbreak of the new coronavirus, in Hong Kong.
Associated Press

journalists.

After seeing thousands
of new cases daily at the
peak of the city's outbreak
a month ago, Wuhan on
Friday had its second con-
secutive day with no new
confirmed or suspected
cases.

The National Health Com-
mission said all of the 39

new cases recorded Friday
in China were brought from
overseas, showing that rigid
travel restrictions and social
distancing requirements
appear to have had their
desired effect.

China has loosened some
fravel restrictions in Hubei,
the province surrounding
Wuhan, although its provin-

cial border remains closed
and Wuhan itself remains
under lockdown. Officials
say they will only lift the
quarantine aftfer Wuhan
goes 14 consecutive days
with no new cases.

Police in December had
reprimanded eight doc-
tors including Li for warn-
ing friends on social media

about the emerging threat.
China's supreme court later
criticized the police, but the
ruling party continued to
tighten its grip on informa-
tion about the outbreak.
The party has faced similar
accusations of bungling or
thuggish behavior follow-
ing previous disasters. They
include the 2003 outbreak
of Severe Acute Respirato-
ry Syndrome, a 2005 chemi-
cal spill that disrupted
water supplies to millions
of people in China's north-
east, sales of tainted milk
that sickened thousands of
children and the failure of
private finance companies
after the global economic
Crisis.

In each case, officials were
accused of frying to con-
ceal or delay information
people said they needed
to protect themselves.

The party often responds
by allowing the public to
vent temporarily, then uses
its control of media and the
internet to stifle criticism.
Critics who persist can be
jailed on vague charges of
spreading rumors or mak-
ing trouble. ]

Blast in southwest
Pakistan coalmine kills 7,

injures 3

QUETTA, Pakistan (AP) —
Seven Pakistani  miners
were killed and three in-
jured in a explosion Friday
inside a coalmine in south-
west Pakistan, a local min-
ing official said.

Rescue workers pulled
the injured from the mine
and had recovered all the
bodies, said Shafgat Mah-
mood, a mine inspector
in  Baluchistan province,
where the accident took
place.

He said investigators were
still. working to determine
the cause of the blast near
Degari, a town about 100
kilometers (60 miles) east of
Quetta, Baluchistan's capi-
tal city. He provided no fur-
ther details.

Safety standards are com-
monly ignored in the coal
mining industry in Pakistan,
leading to accidents and

explosions that have killed
numerous mine workers in
recent years. In July, res-
cue teams struggled to
save 10 miners frapped in
a coalmine in the Degari
area after a methane gas
explosion. Seven of the
miners eventually died. The
explosion occurred more
than 4,000 feet (1,220 me-
ters) below the surface.
Miners often complain that
owners fail to install safety
equipment. Despite the
danger and low wages,
hundreds of miners work
in Baluchistan, where un-
employment is higher than
other parts of the country.
Separatists have for years
waged a low-level insur-
gency in Baluchistan, com-
plaining of discrimination
and demanding a fairer
share of the province's re-
sources and wealth..

At least 17 Afghan forces

By TAMEEM AKHGAR

Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — Af least 17
police and army personnel were killed
in an apparent insider aftack at a joint
military and police base early Friday, Af-
ghanistan's Ministry of Defense said. The
attack took place in southern Zabul prov-
ince, a Taliban stronghold.

The Defense Ministry statement said the
Taliban carried out the attack, but with
the assistance of Afghan police and
army personnel inside the base. It said 11
soldiers and six police were killed.

No one immediately took responsibility,
but Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujo-
hed said he would look into the allego-
fion.

Provincial council member Assadullah
Kakar had earlier given a higher toll of
25 killed, and said it was a Taliban attack
with help from inside. It was not immdi-
ately possible to resolve the conflicting
accounts.

The attack comes as the U.S. and NATO
start a staged withdrawal of their troops,
in keeping with a peace deal signed last

killed in insider attack

month between the United States and
the Taliban.

The froop pullout is fied to promises by
the Taliban to fight terrorism, including
the Islamic State group's affiliate head-
quartered in eastern Afghanistan.
However, Washington has struggled to
get Afghanistan's squabbling politicians
to unite behind a single leader to start
infra-Afghan negotiations, a critical next
step in the U.S.-Taliban deal. Washington
has also been critical of the violent at-
tacks carried out be the Taliban target-
ing Afghan security forces, but not U.S. or
NATO personnel.

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani's spokes-
man said Friday's "heinous" attack called
into question the Taliban's commitment
to the peace deal.

Ghani and his rival in last year's presiden-
tial polls had both declared themselves
president in rival ceremonies earlier this
month. Since then, Washington's peace
envoy who brokered the U.S.-Taliban
deal has been meeting the two lead-
ers seeking a compromise. Until now the
squabbling has only intensified.[[]
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Zimbabwe has 1st COVID-19 case while Africa cancels flights

Associated Press
JOHANNESBURG (AP) —
Anxiety rose in Africa as two
major airlines announced
sweeping cancellations
of infernational flights on
Friday over the coronavi-
rus, the continent's busiest
airport  blocked foreign-
ers from disembarking and
Zimbabwe announced ifs
first case — in one of Af-
rica's most visited fourist
spots. The pandemic now
threatens a national health
system that has nearly col-
lapsed amid an economic
crisis.

South African Airways sus-
pended all international
flights until June. Ethiopian
Airlines, Africa's largest car-
rier, cancelled flights to
30 countries. That airline,
which operates a key con-
finental hub, was under
pressure from some in Af-
rica's second most popu-
lous country fo halt flights
to high-risk countries.

In Zimbabwe the health
minister, Obadiah Moyo,
said the infected man lives
in Victoria Falls, a popular
tourist destination.

Moyo said the 38-year-old
had fravelled to Britain on
March 7, returning home
via neighboring South Af-
rica on March 15. He put
himself in self-quarantine
upon arrival and later
called his doctor after re-
alizing "he was not feeling
too well," the minister said.
Zimbaobwe days ago de-
clared a national disaster.
Public hospitals even be-
fore the pandemic lacked
basic items such as gloves,
and relatives of patients af
fimes are expected to even
provide buckets of water.
Doctors at public hospitals
recently went on strike for
months, saying their pay of
roughly $100 a month was
not enough to get by in a
country with inflation at
over 500%.

Meanwhile the elite routine-
ly seek treatment abroad.
Vice President Constan-
tino Chiwenga this week
flew to China for medical
freatment unrelated to the
coronavirus.

Zimbabwe's  government
has said it is "well prepared"
to deal with COVID-19 cas-
es.

Neighboring South Africa

said  coronavirus  cases
jumped to 202, the most
in the sub-Saharan region.
Five of the new cases had
aftended a church gather-
ing of more than 200 peo-
ple in central Free State
province. All had arrived
from abroad. Authorities
were rushing fo find other
attendees.

Johannesburg's O.R. Tam-
bo International Airport
said aircraft with foreign-
ers "will be contained at
an isolated bay with all of-
ficials ensuring the utmost
care is taken," following
up on fravel restrictions an-

A boda-boda, or motorcycle taxi, driver wears a makeshift
mask made from a local fabric known as Kitenge as he looks
for customers in the Kibera neighbourhood of Nairobi, Kenya Fri-

day, March 20, 2020.

Associated Press

nounced days ago when
South Africa declared a
natfional disaster. It was
working with airlines to en-
sure foreigners' 'refurn to
the country of origin."
Foreigners across the con-
finent of more than 1.3 bil-
lion people face the grow-
ing risk of being stranded as
countries close borders.
The financially tfroubled
South African Airways an-
nounced ifs immediate sus-
pension of all infernational
flights through May 31 as
CEO Zuks Ramasia cited
fravel bans and plummet-
ing demand. ]

Guinea defies virus for vote that could keep
leader in power

By BOUBACAR DIALLO
Associated Press
CONAKRY, Guinea (AP) —
The West African nation of
Guinea is defying the coro-
navirus pandemic to hold
a confroversial referendum
on Sunday that could allow
the president to stay longer

in power.
Nearly 5 million voters are
registered for the vofte,

which also will choose 14
National Assembly mem-
bers. President  Alpha
Conde, whose second and
currently final term ends in
December, might win the
chance to stand for two
more seven-year terms.
Some civil society groups
urge authorities fo post-
pone the vote until the end
of the pandemic. Guinea
has two cases of the virus,
according to the National
Agency for Health Security.
However, the ruling party
has said the cases can-
not prevent the rest of the
county from voting. The
election won't spread the
virus, spokesman Amadou
Damaro Camara said.

A codlition of opposition
and civil society groups,
the National Front for the
Defense of the Constitu-
fion, which has been dem-
onstrating against the ref-
erendum, has called for
another demonstration
on Saturday and Sunday
against the election.

When asked if calling for
mass gatherings was the
right thing to do amid a

pandemic, the coadlition's
spokesman  Sekou Koun-
douno said they had no
other choice. They have
said this year they will use
all means necessary to
prevent the vote on a ref-
erendum. More than 36
people have died in dem-
onstrations against the ref-
erendum since October,
along with at least one
gendarme.

"It is up to the government
to take all practical health
measures against coronao-
virus. It is not up to a social
entity like (us)," he said.
Conde, first elected in 2010,
is barred from running for a
third ferm under the consti-
fution. While the amended
constitution would keep a
two-term limit and increase
terms from five years to sev-
en, Conde has implied that
his previous terms served
would not count.

Faced with the risk of the vi-
rus and potential violence,
many residents have left
the capital, Conakry.

"I'm going to Sierra Leone.
My kids go to school, but |
got them out," said Assiatou
Bobo Sow, a clothes mer-
chant surrounded by her
children at the frain station.
"We leave Guinea despite
ourselves. But we prefer this
fo avoid coronavirus or a
stray bullet."

Dr. Sakoba Keita, coordina-
tor of the National Agency
for Health Security, assert-
ed that the virus can be
avoided during the elec-

This is a Sept. 21, 2010 file photo of Guinea president Alpha

.w\_,;'ll :

Conde at the People's Hall in Conakry, Guinea.

fion if voters keep a meter
away from each other.
While many fled, others
remained, saying they will
vote. Some pointed to the
counftry's resilience in the
devastating Ebola  out-
breck in 2014-16 that killed
well over 10,000 in Guineq,
Liberia and Sierra Leone.
"There has been Ebola in
Guinea. There are mar-

Associated Press

kets, righte People went to
school righte People went
to mosques, right? To the
church, righte" asked Man-
sa Fofana, a car salesman
in Conakry.

"Let's stop fteling us that
coronavirus can prevent
daylong elections. | ask the
president to keep the elec-
tion date and not post-
pone it." ]
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Mexico's president in no hurry to confront virus outbreak

By PETER ORSI

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Many
countries in Latin America
have taken aggressive
measures o deal with the
coronavirus such as closing
their borders, dock and air-
ports to foreigners, declar-
ing states of emergencies
and ordering business shut-
downs.

Mexico, by confrast, has
so far taken a "business
as usual' attitude. People
still crowd street markets
picking through piles of
fruit and vegetables. Cars
and frucks continue to fill
the streets and commut-
ers throng subway frains,
though the volume of traf-
fic is noticeably lower.
President Andrés Manuel
Lopez Obrador and his gov-
ernment have said a shut-
down of the country would
disproportionately hurt
poor people and also be a
psychological weight on all
Mexicans. They say there is
no reason fo impose major
restrictions before health
officials deem them neces-
sary — a moment they are
expecting in late March,
based on the virus' pattern
elsewhere and the Feb. 27
date of Mexico's first con-
firmed case.

The approach is worrying
many experts.

But it is the president's per-
sonal atfitude that has Mex-
icans puzzled. He contin-
ves to aftend mass public
rallies, shaking hands and
kissing babies. Asked how
he was protecting Mexico,
Loépez Obrador removed
two religious amulets from
his wallet and proudly
showed them off.

"The protective shield is the
'‘Get thee behind me, So-
tan," Lopez Obrador said,
reading off the inscription
on the amulet, "Stop, en-
emy, for the Heart of Jesus
is with me."

Lopez Obrador, often de-
scribed as a leffist, is in fact
a nationalist with deep reli-
gious feelings.

"l think President Lopez Ob-
rador is frying fo project
confidence and minimize
the risk," said Jesus Silva-
Herzog, a political com-
mentator and professor at
the Tecnolégico de Mon-
terrey University.

But, Silva-Herzog added,

Mexico's President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador gives his daily news conference at the presi-
dential palace in Mexico City, early Thursday, March 19, 2020.

| think that what he has
wound up doing is minimiz-
ing the risks associated with
the emergency, and send-
ing messages that contra-
dict what is being said al-
most everywhere else."
Mexico reported its first
death from the virus
Wednesday — a 41-year-
old man said to have been
obese and suffering from
diabetes. As of late Thurs-
day, the country has 164
confirmed cases of coro-
navirus, up from just over 40
a week ago.

Still, Hugo Lopez-Gatell,
deputy secretary in the
Health Ministry and the ad-
ministration's public face
of Lopez Obrador's coro-
navirus response team,
said the country remains in
what it calls phase 1 of the
epidemic, with all cases re-
lated to importation from
other countries and no
community transmission.
Federal officials have sus-
pended classes for about
a month beginning after
Friday's school sessions and
are encouraging things like
social distancing, working
from home and following
hygienic measures recom-

mended by infernatfional
and domestic health ex-
perts.

Some large events have
been called off, yet others
such as a multi-day music
festival attended by tens
of thousands in Mexico City
were allowed to proceed.
Federal officials recom-
mend that "non-essential
gatherings should not be
larger than 5,000 people,
while local authorities in the
capital have said events
topping 1,000 people
should be canceled.
Mexico has only 5,000
emergency beds, and
about 1,500 intensive care
or sealed rooms, for a pop-
ulation of over 125 million,
but officials sfill exude a
sense of calm at their daily
briefings on the virus. And
some observers say they
are chilled by remarks like
Lopez Obrador's.

"I think this has shown a
lack of respect by the presi-
dent," said Carlos Padilla,
a Mexico City business
administrator. "I think he
should be doing a better
job of protecting the pub-
lic, in every sense."

Once community tfransmis-

Associated Press

sion begins — and Mexican
officials make no secret
that they know it is coming,
sooner rather than later —
the country is likely to see
more aggressive measures.
"We are prepared. We
have enough budget. All
the resources we need,”
Lopez Obrador said Thurs-
day.

Some, however, are begin-
ning to be nervous about
the lack of response now,
including among the presi-
denft's political opposition.
The conservative National
Action Party sent a letter to
the Pan American Health
Organization on Thursday
expressing its "deep con-
cern about the govern-
ment's actions in the face
of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic."

Former diplomat Enrique
Berruga Filloy said in a col-
umn for the newspaper El
Universal on Thursday that
Mexico's geographic ad-
vantages gave it more
leeway to plan for the virus
and take fimely actions,
but that the administro-
fion has squandered the
chance.

"The fsunami is coming

and we, instead of seek-
ing safety, are playing on
the beach," Berruga Filloy
wrote.

Like in other countries, Mex-
ico's stock market has been
hit hard by coronavirus
concerns. The peso has slid
precipitously, frading over
24 to the dollar at times this
week for the first time in his-
tory.

Alfredo Coutino of Moody's
Analytics said Mexico's
markets "are now realizing
that the country is facing a
higher risk of contamination
by the coronavirus" with the
Mexican economy already
weak.

Despite assurances from
officials, Mexico and ifs
health system are showing
"real vulnerability,” Coutino
said.

He said investors particu-
larly don't like the lack of
government measures to
protect the economy and
the people. "Fiscal and
monetary policies are run-
ning far behind the curve,"
he said.

Natfional Action senators
proposed a package of
measures this week that
would include measures
such as lowering interest
rates, stimulating home
construction and infrastruc-
ture, reactivating private in-
vestment in the energy sec-
for and fransferring money
to the Health Department.
But Lopez Obrador is
known for a visceral dislike
of spending and deficits.
Lopez-Gatell displayed the
administration's attitude
Thursday when he said ev-
erything is going according
to plan.

"All of the scenarios that
we foresaw for what was
going to happen, are hap-
pening," he said. "This will
allow us to keep to a well-
planned, well-calculated
technical plan of action.”
Lopez Obrador, who enjoys
approval ratings that would
be the envy of many a
world leader, said Thursday
that military medical work-
ers and installations would
be part of the pandemic
response. But he ruled
out any curfew or troop
deployments, saying he
wanted nothing to do with
tough measures that could
be seen as authoritarian.[
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Curfew implemented

ORANIJESTAD, Aruba -Starting Saturday, March 21st, the Government of fine up to 10,000 Aruban florins and for violation of opening hours up to

Aruba will implement a curfew from 9pm to éam. 1000 florins.

During these hours, nobody is allowed on the streefs. Starting Saturday, March 21, the Government of Aruba has decided that
Those who work essential night shiffs and have to go to work or back the Aruban borders will be closed for entry. Nobody can enter the coun-
home must have a document with them that proves this. fry. This restriction counts for residents of Aruba as well.

There is an exception for the pharmacy on duty, it can stay open. Only empty flights can come in to pick up passengers leaving Aruba to

Those who do not comply with the regulations of the curfew can get a  take them to their destination.

Decisions taken by the Government of Aruba

The Government of Aruba has taken the following measurements in order to mitigate the further spread
of Corona Virus COVID-19:

e Starting Saturday, March 21, the Government of Aruba will implement a curfew from 9pm to éam. During these hours, no-
body is allowed zn the streets. Those who work essential night shifts and have to go to work or back home must have a docu-
ment with them that proves this. There is an exception for the pharmacy on duty, it can stay open. Those who do not comply
with the regulations of the curfew can get a fine up to 10,000 Aruban florins and for violation of opening hrs up to 1000 florins.

e Starting Safurday, March 21, the Government of Aruba has decided that the Aruban borders will be closed for entry. No-
body can enter the country. This restriction counts for residents of Aruba as well. Only empty flights can come in to pick up
passengers leaving Aruba to take them to their destination.

e Starting from March 15, 2020 until March 31, 2020, Passengers traveling from the Netherlands, Europe, The USA and other
countries on the list of WHO, will be restricted to enter Aruba. With exception for residents.

* Residents who are abroad and are having difficulties to return to Aruba can contact 569 6897 for assistance.

e All locations of nocturnal activity are allowed to stay open until 10 pm at and have to close their doors at the aforemen-
fioned hour.

* Arecommendation goes to all owners or organizers of social, religious, restaurant activities, where there is a mass gathering
to keep it to a maximum of 50 persons.

e Starting from March 15, 2020 to March 31, 2020, all public activities (organized by the government) and private activities,
from which a (polis) permit has been granted are canceled.

* International Airport Reina Beatrix has elevated its control of all flights coming from countries which are not on the restriction
list. To be more precise European countries.

e All schools will be closed from March 16, 2020 to March 20, 2020, until further notfice. These measurements include schools,
Day Care Centers and all organizations in charge of education and care of our children.

* |tis prohibited to visit retirement homes.

*  Government departments are working with limited personal. Services to the public will be given on appointment basis only,
if it is necessary all other services will be given via telephone or email.

* This measurement is to prevent overcrowding in Government Departments and public spaces.

e [tis our priority fo contain, mitigate and prevent that the virus will be further fransmitted. Please be aware and pay attention
fo all advice and requirements given by the Government of Aruba.

All decisions taken by the Government of Aruba has been in full collaboration with experts of the Crisis Commission of the Gov-
ernment of Aruba. The elder community (people 60+ years) and people with chronic disease have the highest risk to get serious
complications due to COVID-19.

Wash your hands as frequently possible for 20 seconds with soap and water or use hand sanitizer containing at least 70% alcohol.
Avoid being in physical contact with others, greet without handshaking, hugging or kissing.

If you are feeling sick, isolate yourself in your house and call 280-0101 for further information and instructions.

The fight against the fransmission of the Corona Virus begins with YOU!
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Harbour House Aruba:
“80 % sold already, we are doing great”

ORANJESTAD — Boosting a buyers confidence comes with a strong sales team, an
established company name and experience. The Perret Group are the owners of
among others Harbour House Aruba and they live up to the expectation. With 80 % of
the condominiums sold in their residence they can do nothing more but be content.
Take a look at this cool site reflecting best of two worlds: beach and city.

The residence consists of 111 units in the former 7-level Marazul building at the histori-
cal location of Paardenbaai. Harbour House Aruba is the ultimate smart investment
or personal living space. Marinelda Cartaya, Sales Manager, explains why. “A state-
of-the-art lobby, an ocean-view gym, bar service, rooftop with 360 degrees view
of Oranjestad, on-site parking, 24-hours security and a top floor lounge area with
Jacuzzi's. Cherry on the cake: an infinity pool.”

Harbour House Aruba offers cosmopolitan living in a beach-chic environment. The
residence is fast-selling their studios, two-bedroom and three-bedroom units for many
reasons but in a nutshell we can name: great location, great value for your money
and great quality. To see exactly what still is available you may check the website
which shows you a map with sold and open units. Updates on consfruction are also
on forehand. When you live abroad stopping by fo check upon your purchase is not
that simple, yet with the monthly updates on their website, it is a lot easier.

“There are only a few units
left, now we are working on
the amenities like the pool
that is almost finished. We
are instaling the Jacuzzi
area on top and we have
all the exterior windows in
so we are right on sched-
ule, expecting to deliver in
September,” Marinelda ex-
plains.

The process of purchase
is easy, whether you are
abroad or on the island.
Make an appointment
through the website to
visit the sales office when
you are here. In that way
you can actually see the
unit, materials and ameni-
ties. If you are not on the
island the website can help
you out and the sales of-
fice is happy to send you
all needed documenta-
fion for you to orientate.
“When agreed upon the
unit you sign an agree-
ment and move forward
with the down payment.

At receipt of that amount
the sales is closed and the
price will not change. You
know what you get and will
not be surprised by price
changes. The payment
agreements after the de-
posit will be discussed and
are flexible. We assist also
in financing by banks,” says
Marinelda.

The ground level of the
building will provide «
gallery of restaurants, art
gallery, stores, and super-
market. “We get in more
requests for renting and
so far we have restaurant,
salon, mini market, art gal-
lery a craft beer factory
which makes up for a great
variation. A parking lot will
be assigned to the owners
and visitors.”

City elegance combined
with tropical tranquility is
what you get here. The
panoramas are breath-
taking. Can you imagine
yourself with your favorite
cup of joe, gazing out over
the ocean while the city of
Oranjestad is awakening?
The new frend is to live tini-
er but comfy and Harbour
House meets this market
demand with the perfect
product.

Everything is close, you are
centrally located, just a
step away from the beach
though right in the main
area in Oranjestad. You
have history to fell and
you are within walking dis-
tance fo all Oranjestad has
fo offer. What else do you
need?

For more information:
https://harbourhousearu-
ba.com
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Send us your positive message from home

ORANIJESTAD — In these difficult times
we would like to reach out to our friends
abroad who were supposed to spend their
tropical vacation on Aruba or who had to
break up their vacation due to the COV-
ID-19 situation. Aruba Today invites you to
send us your picture and words expressing
your memory of our island or your dream
vacation for the future. You may also just
say hello and show us how you feel be-
cause we are dll in the same boat right
now.

Send us your picture(s) fogether with com-
pleting the sentence: Arubato meis ........
(Email: news@arubatoday.com). Please
do note: By submitting photos, text or any
other materials, you give permission to

The Aruba Today newspaper, Caribbean
Speed Printers and any of its affiliated
companies to use said materials, as well as
names, likeness, etc. for promotional pur-
poses without compensation.

Last but not least: check out our website
and Facebook page!

Thank you for supporting our free newspa-
per, we strive to make you a happy reader
every day again and look forward to have
you here with us soon again! Stay healthy
and keep safe!

Take a look at the pictures we received
from ourreaders in which they express their
memory of their home away from home.[]

Julie Wray Back in Dec. Was supposed
to return next Fri, but had to be
cancelled. Hopefully will return soon

Bob Marino Late Feb., Eagle Beach...

EEEEEET _rf[
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George Ramirez

Stacy Dungan
The same Gucci store downtown.
Dec 1989-Feb 2020.

i I A
Trish Riffe Hoping to be back in June..
missing our 2nd home and all of our
friends and family

Jodi Sousie Meegan Our first stay in Nov 2019
to your beautiful Island

\ II""_._J
Katharine Kenny With our favorite bartender Billy at
the Riv Palace Thursday 3/19/2020
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Send us your positive message from home

Enjoying sister time in paradise.
Greer S., Shelah M., & Katrina W. from Marlton, New Jersey

IK wens IEDEREEN op mijn
gebeerte eiland ARGEBA
HEEL VEEL

LIEFDE
WIJSHEID

%"o
mijn FAMILIE!!! "'#?

Manon Viervoetertje Naomi MensHond

E:E“iﬁwﬂ“'“““ AR e

Richard Purdy Feb 5th Renaissance

Siu Siu Praying my May trip won't be
canceled...

Kitty Haugh April 2019! Hope to ge_i thru this
virus in Penna. and return next year! Michelle Ann

Patty Suprenant .Iust a few weeks qgo



A17

SATURDAY 21 MARCH 2020

SPORTS I}

In this Jan. 10, 2015, file pho-
to, New England Patriots quar-
terback Tom Brady holds up
the game ball after an NFL di-
visional playoff football game
against the Baltimore Ravens
in Foxborough, Mass.

Associated Press

Optics of
big NFL
contracts
just aren't
right

By TIM DAHLBERG

AP Sports Columnist

The NFL is now allowing
teams to announce free
agent signings, after a few
days of keeping things un-
official because players
can't fravel for physicals.
That's good for players and
it's good for the league.
Fans have something tfo
talk about, and players
have some certainty about
where they might be play-
ing and how much they'll
be making when and if the
2020 season begins.

The optics, though, are a
bit disconcerting.

Go ahead and make
the deals, sure. Just don't
make foo big of a deal
about them.

It's not a time to celebrate
the $118 million Tennessee
gave Ryan Tannehill, or
the $61 million Kirk Cousins
will be guaranteed to play
under center for the Min-
nesota Vikings. Not a time
to debate whether tackle
Jack Conklin should get
more than $30 million guar-
anteed from the Cleve-

land Browns.
Continved on page 22
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0 OLYMPIC TORCH

A plane carrying the Olympic flame arrives before Olympic Flame Arrival Ceremony at Japan Air Self-Defense Force Matsushima
Base in Higashimatsushima in Miyagi Prefecture, north of Tokyo, Friday, March 20, 2020.

Associated Press

Olympic flame lands in Japan as
doubts grow over Tokyo Games

Associated Press
MATSUSHIMA AIR BASE, Ja-
pan (AP) — The Olympic
flame on Friday complet-
ed ifs difficult journey from
Greece to Japan.

That signified a small, sym-
bolic victory for the I0C
and local organizers, who
maintain the Tokyo Olym-
pics will open on July 24
amid a chorus of doubters
who believe they should
be postponed or canceled
because of the coronavirus
pandemic.

"For the first time in 56 years,
the Olympic torch is head-
ing fo Tokyo and | hope
that the Olympic torch
will illuminate the path of
hope for many people," or-
ganizing committee Presi-
dent Yoshiro Mori said at
a scaled-down arrival cer-
emony at an air base in
northern Japan.

Mori of course was refer-

ring to Tokyo's famous 1964
Olympics. Tokyo was also
to have been the venue for
the 1940 Olympics, which
were cancelled by World
War ll.

"We will work closely with
the International Olympic
Committee, the Japanese
government, and the To-
kyo Meftropolitan Govern-
ment," he said, and based
on the World Health Orga-
nization's advice, "we will
ensure a safe and secure
games."

The flame, carried in a
tiny canister from Greece,
reached Japan aboard a
white aircraft painted with
the inscription "Tokyo 2020
Olympic Torch Relay" along
its side. The tail section was
adorned with the refrain
"Hope Lights our Way.

The aircraft was welcomed
on the tarmac by a small
confingent of organizing

committee officials. Two of
Japan's most famous Olym-
pians — three-time wresting
gold medalist Saori Yoshida
and three-time judo gold
medalist Tadahiro Nomura
— received the flame for
the lighting ceremony.

The two climbed portable
stairs and entered the air-
craft before emerging
holding the cradle-like can-
ister with a flame burning
inside. They handed it over
at the base of the stairs to
Mori, who delivered a brief
acceptance speech in a
gusting wind.

Yoshida and Nomura then
took the forch and ignited
a large cauldron on the
tarmac of the air base.
Mori referred to the "diffi-
cult situation” with the virus,
and then thanked the I0C
and Greek officials that the
"hand-over ceremony was
able to be held" with the

Olympics set to open in just
over four months.

The flame arrived in the
northeastern part of Japan,
roughly 250 kilometers (150
miles) from Tokyo, that was
devastated by the 2011
earthquake, tsunami and
meltdown of three nuclear
reactors that has left many
still living in temporary quar-
ters.

The flame will stay in north-
ern Japan for almost a
week until the torch relay
begins officially on March
26 from Fukushima prefec-
ture. It will be put on public
display in the three prefec-
tures most affected by the
disaster — Miyagi, Iwate
and Fukushima,

Even if the Olympics and
Paralympics don't start as
scheduled, the burning
flame could be used as a
symbol and a rallying point
for the Japanese public.(
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In this March 8, 2020, file photo, South Carolina head coach Dawn Staley reacts during a cham-
pionship match against Mississippi State at the Southeastern Conference women's NCAA college
basketball tournament in Greenville, S.C.

Associated Press

Women's basketball coaches
deal with reality of no NCAAs

NEW YORK (AP) — South
Carolina coach Dawn Stal-
ey knows that Monday was
supposed to be the night
that women's basketball
got put in the national spot-
light with the NCAA Tourno-
ment bracket reveal.

She was set to watch the se-
lection show with her team
and thousands of Game-
cocks fans at Colonial Life
Arena. But with the NCAA
Tournament canceled be-
cause of the new coronavi-
rus, she said she'd most like-
ly be sitting at home with
her dog, Champ. She also
spent some time on Insta-
gram Live with the team's
fans.

"We had a FAMdemonium
planned, watch it on the
Jumbotron,” she said in a
phone interview Monday.
"We've done it the past
couple of years. Our fresh-
men and fransfer won't get
a chance to experience
that. To see your name
pop on the screen wheth-
er you're the No. 1 over-
all seed or just getting in.
We've had the experience
of the lafter — not being
a No. 1 overall seed. Any
time your name is planted
on screen you really feel
good about it."

Staley's team was expect-
ed fo be the No. 1 overall
selection in the bracket.

Teams and coaches across
the country, instead of
celebrating a spot in the
NCAAs or commiserating
about not making it, were
left to think about what
might have been.

IUPUI coach Austin Parkin-
son planned to celebrate
the school's first selection
for the women's NCAA
Tournament. His team won
the Horizon League last
week to earn an automatic
berth and he was all set to
have his players over to his
house fo see where they
would be placed in the
bracket.

"While we didn't get a
chance to do it, we were
fortfunate enough to have
a final meeting on Fri-
day," Parkinson said. "We
brought food in and ev-
eryone shared what they
were thinking when the fi-
nal buzzer went off after we
won the tournament. Who
they heard from after the
game. How they celebrat-
ed that night. It was a nice
little celebration, a little clo-
sure for this group. It was a
really big deal and neat to
share those stories before
everyone took off."
Michigan coach Kim
Barnes Arico always used
to fret on Selection Mon-
day about whether her
team would make the tour-

nament and where it land-
ed if it did. She had a good
feeling that the Wolverines
would have had a decent
seeding this year.

She spent Sunday night
with  her family making
cookies and watching "Fro-
zen 2." She figured Monday
night would be more of the
same.

"My kids have provided a
distraction," she said. "You
try to keep busy because
if you don't, you just think
about what could have
been. You have to give
yourself the proper fime 1o
adjust fo it."

Both Parkinson and Barnes
Arico felt lucky that they
were able to have closure
with their tfeams. At Michi-
gan's final practice on
Thursday, Barnes Arico had
each member of the team
including practice players,
managers and staff say
what they were thankful
for.

Many teams, like South
Carolina, didn't get that
chance. Staley ftold her
team via fext message that
the NCAA Tournament had
been canceled and with
her players spread through-
out the country, they com-
miserated via text.

The Oregon Ducks were
on break when the news
came down..

PLAYERS
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Adam Scott leaves in a vehicle after the PGA tour canceled
the rest of The Players Championship golf tournament as a result
of the coronavirus pandemic, Friday, March 13, 2020, in Ponte

Vedra Beach, Fla.

Associated Press

LPGA reschedules
major in California desert
to September

By DOUG FERGUSON

AP Golf Writer

Amid a slew of postpone-
ments and cancellations
in golf, the LPGA Tour an-
nounced a September
date for what traditionally
is its first major champion-
ship of the year.

The ANA Inspiration, previ-
ously scheduled for April
2-5in Rancho Mirage, Cali-
fornia, now will be played
Sept. 10-13. That date pre-
viously was for the Cambia
Portland Classic, which will
move back by one week.
It's the first postponed golf
tournament to announce a
new date.

The schedule change was
announced Friday along
with  the postponement
of three more LPGA Tour
events because of the new
coronavirus. They were to
be played the final three
weeks of April — in Hawaii,
Los Angeles and San Fran-
cisco.

Meanwhile, the Official
World Golf Ranking and the
Rolex Women's World Golf
Ranking are freezing the
rankings since golf is shut
down from the coronavi-
rus, with no tournaments on
main tours until May at the
earliest. That's particularly
significant for the Olympics
because qualifying for the
60-player fields is deter-
mined by world ranking.
Countries are allowed two
players, with a maximum of
four if they are among the
top 15.

The main men's tours —

PGA Tour, European Tour
and PGA Tour Champions
— have no tournaments on
the schedule through May
17. That includes two ma-
jors for the men — the Mas-
ters and the PGA Champi-
onship — and one major
for the 50-and-older PGA
Tour Champions.

The next scheduled LPGA
Tour event is May 14-17 at
the new Pelican Women's
Championship in Belleair,
Florida. For the PGA Tour,
it would be the Charles
Schwab Challenge at Co-
lonial on May 21-24.

In a letter to his players,
LPGA Tour Commissioner
Mike Whan said he held
out as long as he could on
the latest three postpone-
ments and is frying to fig-
ure out how to repackage
the season when it's safe to
play again.

"Assuming we get some
relief from the COVID-19
issues soon, if's pretty clear
that the rest of the 2020
season will be quite busy
and crowded," Whan said.
"We are focused on giving
you as many playing op-
porfunities as we can."

The world ranking is a
two-year formula in which
points depreciate over
time. Without any golf be-
ing played, movement in
the ranking is possible de-
pending on how often a
player competes. A mini-
mum of 40 events and a
maximum of 52 events over
the two years are applied
in the formula.(
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Horse racing grapples with risks of running during pandemic

By STEPHEN WHYNO

AP Sports Writer

Horse racing is quickly
learning it is not fotally im-
mune to the effects the
coronavirus pandemic has
had on other sports, and
now it's grappling with the
risks of continuing opera-
fions.

The Louisiana Derby for
now is still set for Saturday,
the world's richest day of
races is scheduled fo go on
in late March in Dubai and
several tracks across the
U.S. and worldwide remain
open. But a worker in New
York testing positive for the
new coronavirus and shut-
tering another racetrack
and jockeys growing reluc-
tant to ride has put racing
on edge.

"l think we're living on bor-
rowed time," said trainer
Tom Amoss, who put him-
self info self-quarantine af-
ter interacting with corona-
virus positive New Orleans
Saints coach Sean Payton
at a frack last weekend.
"We're one jockey away
from getting a positive test
or getting sick to close our
frack down."

Following the lead of tfracks
in Japan and Hong Kong,
many in the U.S. decided
fo close to the general
public but keep running
with only essential person-
nel. The Kentucky Derby
was postponed until the falll
with the other Triple Crown
races expected to follow,
but with no NCAA Tourno-
ment and few, if any, other
events going on, horse rac-
ing for at least a little while
has been the only live sport
to watch and gamble on.
"If we can operate it and
do it at a safe manner, it's
great, and it gives people

something to do," Preak-
ness and Belmont-winning
frainer Mark Casse said said
before the latest develop-
ments.

How safe remains a ques-
fion. Prominent U.S.-based
jockeys Irad Ortiz Jr., Luis
Saez and Tyler Gaffalione
each said they wouldn't
fravel to Dubai because
of coronavirus or quaran-
fine fears, and Ortiz took it
a step further by announc-
ing he wouldn't take any
mounts right now.

"After alot of consideration,
| have decided to stop rid-
ing," Ortiz tweeted. "This is
the safest decision for my
family and myself. Hopeful-
ly we can all make it safely
out of this quarantine soon-
er than later and get back
tfo what we all love."

A backstretch worker at
Belmont Park on Long Is-
land tested positive Thurs-
day for COVID-19, and
Aqgueduct Racetrack sus-
pended live racing indefi-
nitely. Maryland's Laurel
Park announced it was
"pausing” live racing, while
Florida's  Gulfstream Park
closed Friday with plans to
reopen Saturday.

Tracks are taking precau-
fions such as temperature
checks and limits on the
number of people allowed
in certain areas at a time.
National Thoroughbred
Racing Association presi-
dent and CEO Alex Wal-
drop said there's a focus
on protfecting and caring
for backstretch and stable
workers who look after the
horses, with dorm rooms
available for isolation and
ongoing communication
with health officials.

"We have to be very care-
ful that even in this circum-

Horses run in the fourth race at Santa Anita Park in front of empty stands, Saturday, March 14, 2020,

in Arcadia, Calif.

stance we're not subjecting
people to any undue risks,"
Waldrop said. "If there is an
outbreak of any sort, we'll
be on the lookout for that.
That may change the situ-
atfion. It's a day-to-day situ-
afion. We're doing our best
to keep everyone safe."

In recent days, with long-
established online betting
platforms, less reliance on
fans at the track, plenty of
television coverage and
limited contact among
people it seemed possible
for the sport to continue
operating.

"We obviously don't have
as much to lose because
we've done such a poor
job of developing new fans,
which would be the people
that would come to the
frack," Thoroughbred Idea
Foundation founder Craig
Bernick said. "So, frankly,
if they're not allowing fans

on the racetrack, all of that
(money wagered) should
be protected because
they weren't coming any-
way."

The money had sfill been
coming in. Over $17.5 mil-
lion was bet on three days
of racing at Aqueduct Park
last weekend, up from the
same weekend two years
ago. Oaklawn Park in Ar-
kansas reported $10.1 mil-
lion wagered last Saturday
on 11 races, and figures
across the country were
similarly strong even with
tracks closed fo the gen-
eral public.

"Racing goes pretty much
from noon unfil 2 or 10 atf
night, so not quite around
the clock, but we've ac-
tually notficed a bigger
uptick in business for the
nighttime" races, said Ed
DeRosa, marketing direc-
tor for Bloodstock Research

Associated Press

Information Services. "If's
pretty clear, to no surprise
of anyone, that business is
up, especially online be-
cause of racing being the
only game in town."

It's also the only game on
V. On a weekend usu-
ally reserved for the NCAA
Tournament, NBC Sports
and Fox Sports are increas-
ing coverage this weekend
of major races going on
from coast to coast, includ-
ing the $1 million Louisiana
Derby.

But things have changed
and horse racing is facing
mounting obstacles that
could halt everything in its
fracks.

"I'm fully aware there's a
bigger issue here than
whether we race horses
in the immediate future
or not," Amoss said. "Our
country's health is first and
foremost."]

Judge recommends dismissing suit against former MSU coach

By NOAH TRISTER

DETROIT (AP) — A federal
judge has recommended
that a former Michigan
State football staff mem-
ber's claims against former
Spartans football coach
Mark Dantonio, former ath-
letic director Mark Hollis and
former school President Lou
Anna Simon should be dis-
missed.
Curtis

Blackwell filed a

lawsuit in November 2018
claiming his employment
agreement was violated
when he was disciplined
while the school addressed
sexual assault  allegations
against three players in
2017. Dantonio, Hollis and
Simon were named as de-
fendants in the suit. Two
MSU  police detectives
were also named as defen-
danfts.

In a filing Friday, Magistrate
Judge Sally J. Berens said
the case against Dantonio,
Hollis and Simon "appears
fo have been prosecuted
for an improper purpose
and should be dismissed."
Berens did not recom-
mend dismissing the claims
against the detectives.The
recommendation goes to
Janet T. Neff, the federal
judge overseeing the case.

"Plaintiff Blackwell's attor-
neys have repeatedly mis-
used court process to elicit
information unrelated to his
case and then have pub-
licly filed that information,
at least once in violation of
a court order," Berens said
in her recommendation.

She added that it ap-
pears Blackwell's lawyers
"have used discovery, not
to adduce support for the

narrow claim Plaintiff al-
leges against the MSU De-
fendants in this case, but
tfo harass the defendants
and fo build a case they
have now filed in state
court."Blackwell  recently
filed a lawsuit in Wayne
County Circuit Court, nam-
ing Dantonio, Hollis, Simon
and current Michigan State
athletic director Bill Beek-
man as defendants. [
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Without games, NBA players using their platforms in new way

By TIM REYNOLDS

AP Basketball Writer
Cleveland's Kevin Love did
his best to reassure a skittish
and scared public. Den-
ver's Jamal Murray sat at his
piano and played theme
songs. Atlanta's Trae Young
shot balled-up socks info a
frash can. Miami's Goran
Dragic, in his native Slove-
nian, tfold people to stay
inside.

This is the new NBA normall
in a coronavirus-dominat-
ed world.

Even without games, the
league is frying to engage
and even encourage fans
in these tough times.

So far, almost 20 current
and former players have
partnered with the NBA
and WNBA for a new sort of
public-service announce-
ment as the world confin-
ues dealing with the coro-
navirus  pandemic  that
is known fo have struck
about a quarter-million
people worldwide, killed
nearly 10,000 and has es-
senfially shut down sports
around the globe.

"We're able to reach a
number probably in the
hundreds of millions, but as
far as kids go, tens of millions
of kids just by pressing send
on an NBA PSA," Love said.
"So for me, it was consider-
ing that community aspect
as well as, you know, think-
ing of young kids now be-
ing at home being home-
schooled, at-risk youth be-
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Cleveland Cavadliers' Kevin Love, right, and Matthew Dellavedova celebrate after Love made a
three-point shot in overtime in an NBA basketball game against the San Antonio Spurs, Sunday,
March 8, 2020, in Cleveland. The Cavaliers won 132-129 in overtime.

ing homeschooled ...
have to reach them."

Love's PSA, released earlier
this week, went for nearly
three minutes and was a
continuation of sorts of the
conversation he's been
having publicly for some
fime about mental health.
"Now more than ever, we
have to practice compas-
sion. ... We need more of
that," Love said in his video.
Love went public two years
ago about his struggles
with depression and was
one of the first NBA players

we

to announce a donation to
help arena employees who
aren't at work right now
because of the shutdown.
He gave $100,000 and
has been raising money
through his Kevin Love Fund
to directly donate to men-
tal  health organizations
working with high-risk chil-
dren and teens who need
help with their mental well-
being. Love didn't hesitate
before deciding whether
to talk direcftly to fans.

"This is just incredibly anxi-
ety-ridden, stressful, and |

Associated Press

think the unknown is what
really scares us," Love said.
"So, it's completely normal
to feel this way and what
people are feeling is nor-
mal. And | think that just be-
ing isolated at your home,
it's tough to stay away from
this 24-hour news cycle
where all people are get-
ting are things that will send
them down a slippery slope
and in a spiral because it
just seems to be so nego-
five."

The league started these
PSAs on March 13, two days

after the NBA's shutdown
because of the virus went
into effect. In less than a
week across all platforms
— NBA.com, Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter and Tik
Tok — the videos collected
more than 36 million views,
or reaching, on average,
70 people every second.
"Just a reminder to make
sure you guys wash your
hands, avoid large crowds
and if you might be sick,
guarantine yourself," Port-
land guard Damian Lillard
said in his PSA. "This is only
a virus that we can beat
tfogether." Toronto coach
Nick Nurse was one of
many who spoke about
the need to listen fo medi-
cal professionals and wash
hands frequently; the offi-
cial guideline is 20 seconds,
Nurse suggested raising the
bar to 24 seconds in a nod
to the NBA shot clock.

"This is one time we don't
mind a shot clock violo-
fion," Nurse said.

Other NBA players are
making sure to keep their
social-media contact with
fans up in different ways.
Phoenix's Frank Kaminsky
and New Orleans' JJ Redick
are among the players who
have dropped podcasts
this week, and the Los An-
geles Lakers' LeBron James
tfook his enormous follow-
ing inside his home for a
45-minute live video Thurs-
day night while he played
cards with his family.[[]

Former FIBA head Borislav Stankovic dies

In this Sunday, Aug. 22, 2010 file photo, FIBA Secretary General
Emeritus Borislav Stankovic smiles before a friendly basketball
match Serbia against China, in Belgrade, Serbia.

Associated Press

BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) —
Borislav Stankovic, the for-
mer longtime International
Basketball Federation sec-
retary general responsible
for bringing NBA players to
the Olympics, has died, the
governing body said. He
was 94.

Stankovic was at the helm
of FIBA from 1976 to 2002
and was a member of
the International Olympic
Committee.

During his leadership, he
was credited with working
foward building bridges be-
tween East and West during
the Cold War and working
closely with the then-NBA
Commissioner David Stern

in the late 1980s and early
'90s to bring world basket-
ball info the modern era.
That resulted in American
professional players partici-
pating in the top-level no-
fional team competitions,
starting at the Barcelona
Olympics in 1992.

For his contributions to the
game, he was inducted
info the Basketball Hall of
Fame in Springfield, Massa-
chusettsin 1991.

FIBA Secretary General An-
dreas Zagklis said in a state-
ment "as the leader of the
International Basketball
Federation for a quarter of
a century, Borislav Stankov-
ic will always be one of the

most important figures in
the history of our sport.”

As a player, he helped
Red Star Belgrade win two
national titles, in 1946 and
1947, and had 36 caps for
Yugoslavia, including at the
inaugural Basketball World
Cup in 1950 in Buenos Aires,
Argentina.

As a coach, he captured
four Yugoslav league ti-
tles and one in the Italian
league.

Stankovic died in Belgrade,
the Serbian capital. The
cause of his death was not

given.
He is survived by one
daughter and two

granddaughters.[]
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Texas Rangers minor league players Chris Seise, right, and Kevin Mendoza shake hands in greet-
ing in the batting cages Thursday, March 12, 2020, in Surprise, Ariz.

Associated Press

Minor league advocacy group
demands $15,000 salaries

By JAKE SEINER

AP Sports Writer

A collection of former
and current players have
formed an  advocacy
group asking that Major
League Baseball roughly
double salaries in the mi-
nors to $15,000 per season.
Advocates for Minor
Leaguers is led by Garrett
Broshuis, a former pitcher
and the lawyer who has
represented players in law-
suits alleging minor league
salaries  violate minimum
wage laws. The group said
it "will strive to provide a
collective voice for minor
leaguers."

The announcement was
made amid a particu-
larly tense week for minor
league players, most of
whom make $5,000-$10,000
per season. Many have
been shut out of their spring
fraining camps due to the
coronavirus pandemic,
despite their reliance on
those complexes for food,
training facilities and often
housing.

"This past week really pro-
vided an example of why
this group needed to be
out there," Broshuis said.
The Major League Baseball
Players Association repre-
sents only those on 40-man
rosters, leaving roughly 100
or more players per fran-
chise without representa-
tion. Broshuis said Advo-
cates for Minor Leaguers is

a nonprofit group and not
a union, but he is hoping
one is formed eventually,
perhaps with his associa-
tion's support.

Minor league hockey play-
ers have their own union,
and an effort is underway
to organize NBA G League
players.

"Would | like to see a minor
league union in the future?
Yeah, | think that would be
a great situation for minor
league players,” Broshuis
said. Broshuis said the
group has not reached out
to MLB about its concerns.
Asked how the group
would get the league to
take its concerns seriously,
he said "it's going fo be a
long road" and his goal
right now is to ensure "play-
ers out there to know we'll
be fighting for them."

MLB responded to a re-
quest for comment by
pointing fo its statement
Thursday announcing
that minor league players
would receive allowanc-
es through the previously
scheduled end of spring
fraining April 8 and that a
plan was being hatched to
compensate players after
that during baseball's shut-
down.

"MLB remains in commu-
nication with clubs on the
development of an indus-
fry-wide plan for minor
league player compensao-
tion from April 9th through

the beginning of the com-
ing season," it said.

It's unclear when the minor
league season will start, but
players are likely to be on
their own until at least May.
Fans have been contribut-
ing to fundraising efforts to
help. More Than Baseball, a
nonprofit support group for
minor leaguers, has part-
nered with the @adopt-
miloplayer Twitter account
and raised over $6,500. Em-
ily Waldon, a sports writer
for The Athletic, said she
has collected over $10,000
for players.

Broshuis said he saw those
efforts as complimentary
to Advocates for Minor
Leaguers' goals.

"Hopefully in the future,
there won't be a need for a
GoFundMe campaign just
SO a guy can buy diapers
for his kid," he said.

The group also hopes to
protect players' jobs as MLB
is negotiating with the Na-
tional Association of Profes-
sional Baseball Leagues,
the governing body of the
minors, to replace the Pro-
fessional Baseball Agree-
ment that expires after
the 2020 season. MLB pro-
posed cutting 42 of the 160
required affiliated feams
during those talks, a plan
criticized by minor league
team owners, fans and pol-
iticians. Such a move could
eliminate over 1,000 roster

spots.

Texas Rangers minor league players Chris Seise, right, and Kevin
Mendoza shake hands in greeting in the batting cages Thurs-

day, March 12, 2020, in Surprise, Ariz.

Associated Press

Judge reveadls he
had collapsed lung,
says rib improving

By MARK DIDTLER
Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — New
York Yankees slugger Aar-
on Judge revealed he had
a collapsed lung that has
healed and said his broken
rib is improving.

Judge had a CT scan on
Friday. The Yankees an-
nounced two weeks ago
that Judge had a sfress
fracture to his first right rib.
"The bone is still about the
same, slight improvement,”
Judge said as he left Stein-
brenner Field. "The bone is
healing the way it should
be, so probably another
test here in a couple more
weeks and go from there."
Judge added the scan
showed a "pneumothorax
came back completely
gone."

"A litfle thing on the lung
that we were having a little
issue with, but that was all
healed up." Judge said.
"Good to go. Which means
| can fly if | needed to go
home."

The 27-year-old didn't
played in any spring frain-
ing games because of
soreness in his right pecto-
ral muscle and shoulder.
With opening day pushed
back info mid-May at the
earliest due to the new
coronovirus, Judge has
more fime to recover with-
out missing games.

"That's the silver lining in all
of this, just having the abil-
ity to not feel rushed trying
fo get back for a certain

date, especially since we
really don't have a date."
Judge said "Just trying to let
it heal, don't try to rush it."
Judge plans to continue
working out and getting
freatment at the Yankees'
spring training complex.

"l got a place here, so |
might as well just stay here
and still work with the guys
that we have as long as
they don't shut us down."
the California native said.
"That's the biggest con-
cern, getting shut down."
"The great thing is they
have this open so we can
come here and sfill do
some baseball activity and
stay ready," Judge added.
"Just kind of feel like we're
still in baseball mode. Buft,
when you go home, if's
helped me out a little bit.
I've got some stuff around
the house to do, put up
some stuff on the wall,
cleaning.

But after | get all my stuff
done on my apartment, |
think I'm kind of going crazy
a little bit."

Judge and the Yankees
believe the star right fielder
hurt himself making a div-
ing catch late last season.
Removal of the bone is a
possibility, depending on
the healing process.

Since winning the 2017 AL
Rookie of the Year award,
Judge has been limited to
112 gamesin 2018 because
of a broken right wrist and
to 102 games last year due
to a strained left oblique.l
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Not when America has
nearly ground to a halt and
the refirement savings of
millions have taken a big hit
from the stock market. Not
when family members are
losing their jobs and won-
dering not only how they're
going to keep their houses
but how they're going to
feed their kids.

Suddenly, any display of
wealth doesn't feel quite
right. And as free agency
began in the NFL this week
the riches of the league
stand in stark contrast to
the turmoil in thousands
of businesses and millions
of households around the
country.

In ordinary fimes the big
contracts would be a good
thing. Players deserve their
share of the pot of gold NFL
owners haul in every year
and should grab all they
get in the few short years
they will be playing football
for a living.

But these are not ordi-
nary times, as coronavirus
spreads and the daily on-
slaught of bleak news nev-
er seems to stop. The coun-
fry is hurting, and everyone
in it knows somebody who
has already been affect-
ed, either by iliness or finan-
cial insecurity.

A few weeks ago fthe
thought of Drew Brees get-
ting $50 million for two years
would have gotten shrugs

In this Nov. 24, 2019, file photo, New Orleans Saints quarterback Drew Brees (9) gestures after a
touchdown by wide receiver Michael Thomas during the second half at an NFL football game
against the Carolina Panthers, in New Orleans.

from most and cheers from
everyone in New Orleans.
Now it's a reminder that
payments for season tickets
are due and that this might
be the year that money is
so fight you have to watch
at home on TV instead.

The NFL has the right to
carry on its business even in
uncertain times, of course,
and free agency signings
are usually a time to build
buzz ahead of the draft
and the season. That hasn't
changed because of the
coronavirus, and the NFL
still plans to go ahead with

the draft next month — just
without the trappings of Las
Vegas to give it real glam-
our.

And a big business the NFL
is, certainly big enough to
hand out big contracts for
a long fime. The league
brought in more than $18
billion in revenue last year
and, with new TV contracts
coming up and a new 17-
game season to sell, that
figure should go up even
more. The league is power-
ful, too. In Las Vegas, where
all the dlittering casinos
have closed and people

Associated Press

are hunkered down in their
homes, work sfill goes on at
the new $1.9 billion Raid-
ers stadium after it was de-
clared an essential project.
According to Forbes mag-
azine, the league's 32 fran-
chises were worth a com-
bined $91 bilion when the
most recent season began,
with the average NFL fran-
chise valued at nearly $3
billion.

That means Jerry Jones
can easily afford his new
$250 million yacht. He can
also afford Dak Prescott,
though there's no new long

term deal for the Cowboys
quarterback yet.

Again, Prescoft and his
fellow players should get
whatever they can. As evi-
denced by Jones' yacht
there's plenty of money
in football, and the play-
ers who actually risk their
bodies should get their 47
percent — if not more — of
that revenue

But on the same day minor
league baseball players
found out they would bare-
ly get a few hundred dol-
lars to help pay rent while
unemployed, it just didn't
seem right.

Maybe that's why it felt so
good to see what veteran
tackle Andrew Whitworth
did after signing a three-
year deal to stay in Los
Angeles. Whitworth and
quarterback Jared Goff
said they would donate
$250,000 apiece to help
pay for 2 million meals with
a local food bank.

"Tough fimes, like what
we're experiencing now,
really show you the ftrue
value and importance of
community," Whitworth
said. "We're here to wrap
our arms around our hurting
neighbors, let them know
that they aren't forgotten,
and that we are here for
them." It's the right move for
the right reasons.

And the best kind of mes-
sage from the NFL in a
week like this.[

UEFA says no name agreed for postponed Euros in 2021

NYON, Switzerland (AP) —
Soccer's European Cham-
pionship is now being
played in 2021 though it's
not yet clear what it will be
officially called

"The tournament will still be
known as UEFA Euro 2020,"
the governing body said,
three days after deciding to
postpone the month-long
event by one year due to
the coronavirus pandemic.
UEFA l|ater clarified that
statement as an error and

Romanian soccer and pub-
lic authorities announced
on Thursday they renewed
all obligations for Bucharest
to host three group-stage
games and a Round of 16
knockout game.

UEFA picked 13 host cities
in 2014 but Brussels later
dropped out when a sta-
dium construction project
failed to get support from
public authorities. Brussels'
four games were allocat-
ed to Wembley Stadium in

added "no decision has yet
been made on the name
of the rearranged Euro."

The tournament is sched-
uled to be played in 12
cities in different countries
across Europe, with the final
in London on July 11. Some
cities, including St. Peters-
burg in Russia, already
have Euro 2020 promotion-

London. The cost of post-
poning the 24-team, 51-
E game tournament is likely
- fo cost UEFA "hundreds of
. millions" of euros (dollars),
president Aleksander
Ceferin said this week.

UEFA has promised refunds
on any request and "will
proactively contact all tick-
et holders in due course."(]
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A woman wears a medical mask walks past a sign with Euro 2020 emblem in St.Petersburg where ifs

UEFA planned to host four UEFA EURO 2020 matches, including a quarter final, in Russia, Tuesday,
March 17, 2020.
Associated Press

ves will remain the same,
ensuring the tfournament

al material on display.
"We trust that all of our ven-

remains true to its original
vision," UEFA said.
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Sporis business staff grapple wﬂh coronawrus world

CHICAGO (AP) — The idea
came together while Dan
Migala was working on
proper hand-washing tech-
niques with his 5 1/2-year-
old son, William.

William is a big NBA fan, so
they talked about how he
needed to wash his hands
for 24 seconds like the
shot clock in pro basket-
ball. Dan then asked Wil-
liam about how they could
teach more kids how to
wash their hands, and Wil-
liom suggested getting a
mascoft involved.

Dan Migala, a longtime
sports marketing executive,
knew almost immediately it
was an idea worth pursuing
amid the coronavirus pan-
demic. He called his bas-
ketball clients, and an NBA
feam made plans to put
together a video of its mas-
cot washing its hands for its
social media channels.
With the sports calendar in
guestion more than ever
before — the NBA and NHL
have suspended their sea-
sons, golf, tfennis and auto
racing are taking a break,
and Major League Base-
ballisn't sure when it will get
started — the sports busi-
ness world is confronting
several challenging issues
beyond the potentially
considerable loss of tickef,
advertising and other forms
of revenue.

It is searching for ways to
stay engaged with fans
without its traditional con-
tent sources. It is looking
for opportunities to help its
communities during tfrau-
matic fimes. It is prepar-
ing for what might be a
completely different world
whenever the games re-
sume.

"We've neverseen anything
like this. Nobody has seen
anything like this," Minneso-

ta Twins president Dave St.
Peter said Friday in a fele-
phone interview with the
AP. "You know, sports isn't
the most important thing
in the world. We certainly
recognize that life can go
on without it. There's things
that are much more impor-
tant that our country, our
world is dealing with.

"But | do think sports leaves
a void for people and | think
it'll play a really critical role
in helping the world hedl,
but certainly in America,
| think baseball will play a
role in helping this country
heal."

There are very few places
to look for guidance. The
1989 World Series was de-
layed after an earthquake
hit the Bay Area in North-
ern California. Sports  hit
the pause button after the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tfacks. Hurricane Katrina
had a dramatic effect on
sports in Louisiana for years
affer it flooded New Or-
leans in 2005.

Andy Dolich was the vice
president of business op-
eratfions for Oakland at
the time of the 1989 earth-
quake. Asked about what
lessons from that disaster
might be applicable to-
day, he emphasized the
importance of coordina-
fion, communication and
leadership.

"I'd also say, where you
can, and I'm also starting
to see it in just individuals,
what can you do?" he said.
"I mean life isn't normal, but
we still have our televisions,
we still have ability to com-
municate."

Sports  properties  have
more ways to communi-
cate with internal and ex-
ternal audiences than ever
before, and they are using
them in a variety of ways.
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A bicyclist rides past T-Mobile Park, Wednesday, March 11, 2020, in Seattle, where baseball's Se-
attle Mariners plays home games.

The Boston Red Sox post-
ed coloring sheets for fans
to print out for their kids to
work on at home. The Car-
olina Hurricanes tweeted
warm messages at other
NHL teams. The Charlotte
Hornets shared video of
center Cody Zeller learning
how to play guitar. The Uni-
versity of Nebraska started
a Husker Homework series
for kids, with the first entry
focusing on Eric Crouch's
playing career at the
school.

"From an external side of
things, we've looked at it
as two elements," said Gar-
rett Klassy, a senior deputy
athletic director at Ne-
braska. "One is how do we
give back to the commu-
nity during these times, and
then No. 2, without sports,
how do we keep everyone
engaged?"

The 73-year-old Dolich, who
has his own consulting firm
and teaches in Stanford's
school of continuing stud-
ies, said engagement is an

important focus in the ab-
sence of sporting events.
"If it was me, especially
here in the Silicon Val-
ley, | would want to have
a group of the smartest
people around with sort of
a brainstorming session of
'OK, here's what we have.
We don't know all the an-
swers. We're going fo be
out of playing any games
for a long time. What can
we do to engage, more
than we're doing now?e"
Dolich said. "Whether it's
virtual reality, augmented
reality, et cetera. ... How
can we do that, and | think
there will be some break-
throughs, because people
will push that."

Like prefty much every
sports organization, the
Twins are working on their
social media plans. St. Pe-
ter said they likely will hold
some town hall-style chats
with tfeam leadership and
season-ticket holders or
SponNsors.

"It's not easy, but | also think

Associated Press

there's some small things
you can do that | think
can allow a fan to feel like
they're still connected," he
said.

Asked about what sports
properties can do right
now while the calendar is
empty, Migala focused on
five areas: unite the com-
munity, create smiles and
remove fear, make valu-
able digital inventory, em-
brace new media and
technology, and prepare
for the return of games and
events.

"l think you're seeing teams
put a lot of focus and en-
ergy on being part of the
broader solution and may-
be even for a moment in
fime be feammates with
their community," Migala,
the co-founder of 4FRONT,
a sports marketing firm,
said, "but then also be-
ing really ready when that
bounce back does occur
and the return back to nor-
mal, that they're there for
them."d

league had "no choice but to of-

support.”

For most people, the

XFL cancels return season because of coronavirus pandemic

NEW YORK (AP) — The XFL has

Luck stressed that the XFL will be

canceled the remainder of its re-
furn season because of the new
coronavirus pandemic.

The league played five games of
a 10-game regular season in eight
cities. It was a revival of the XFL
that played one season in 2001.
Commissioner Oliver Luck re-
leased a statement saying the

ficially cancel the remainder of
the 2020 season. This decision has
been made with the health and
safety of the entire XFL family as
our top priority."

"While we are disappointed to not
complete the 2020 season," Luck
added, "our hearts are full of ap-
preciation for your overwhelming

new coronavirus causes only mild
or moderate symptoms, such as
fever and cough. For some, es-
pecially older adults and people
with existing health problems, it
can cause more severe iliness, in-
cluding pneumonia.

The vast majority of people recov-
er from the new virus.

back. "When our teams return
fo the field, we'll make every ef-
fort to ensure your faith in us is re-
warded with even more fun and
excitement," he told fans.

The XFL had teams in New York,
Washington, Los Angeles, Hous-
ton, Seattle, Dallas, St. Louis, and
Tampa.d
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Home internet jammed up? Try these steps before upgrading

By FRANK BAJAK

AP Technology Writer

With so much of the U.S.
workforce — and their
families — now cooped
up at home to combat the
spread of the novel coro-
navirus, it's not a huge sur-
prise that home internet is
showing the strain.

If you've had a business vid-
eoconference stutter while
your teenagers play Call of
Duty online, or found your-
self unable to stream the
news while your spouse
uploads huge data files for
work, you'll have a good
idea of the problem.

IS THERE A BANDWIDTH
PROBLEM?

The internet's core is man-
aging the spike in traffic just
fine, experts say. It has mas-
sive capacity to handle
Netflix, YouTube, Zoom and
other streaming services.
True, Nefflix has just throt-
fled down its video quality
in Europe at the request of
authorities there. But the
company already stores its
programs on servers close
fo users' homes already,
and there's no evidence
that it's clogging networks.
IF THE INTERNET IS SO STUR-
DY, WHY DOES MY HOME
CONNECTION STUTTER?

The problem partly lies in

In this June 19, 2018, file photo, a router and internet switch are displayed in East Derry, N.H.

the so-called "last mile,"
the link that connects your
home to the ulira-high
speed internet backbone.
Most U.S. homes get their
infernet from cable com-
panies and thus connect
to the broader network via
coaxial cable, a legacy
of the cable TV era. These
connections provide faster
"downstream" speeds fo
your home than "upsfream”
speeds back to the inter-

net. Since videoconferenc-
ing sends equal amounts
of data both ways, simul-
faneous sessions can clog
the upstream channel and
disrupt service for the entire
household.

If that happens, one quick
solution is to have some
family members switch to
audio-only, which con-
serves bandwidth. This also
applies to anyone in multi-
player online games, where

Associated Press

— per a wag on Twitter —
the banter between play-
ers often resemble confer-
ence calls with occasional
shooting.

You could also order a ser-
vice upgrade, although
that might not be strictly
necessary.

Some providers are ftem-
porarily  offering more
bandwidth, particularly for
families with school-age
children, in response to

the COVID-19 crisis. Oth-
ers have dropped service
caps that charge exira
when data usage passes a
certain threshold.

The relatively few U.S.
households with their own
direct fiber-optic connec-
fions have the same band-
width in both directions
and shouldn't experience
serious hiccups.

DOES MY HOME NETWORK
NEED AN UPGRADE?

It might. Start with your in-
ternet modem, the device
that most likely has a coax
cable connecting it to your
wall. Your internet provider
often rents the modem to
you.

If it's several years old, it's
probably time to ask your
provider if upgrading the
modem's internal software,
or replacing the modem
entirely, will help. Older mo-
dems often can't deliver
the full bandwidth you're
paying for to your house-
hold.

Next up is your Wi-Fi router.
If you have cable, it may
be built info your modem.
If you haven't already, fry
moving it fo a more central
location in your home or
apartment; that will ensure
bandwidth is distributed
more equally.(d

BEUJING (AP) — While other
industries struggle, Liu Zhi-
yong says China's virus out-
break is boosting demand
for his knee-high, bright
yellow robots to deliver
groceries and patrol malls
looking for shoppers who
fail to wear masks.

Liu, CEO of ZhenRobotics
Corp., is among millions
of entrepreneurs who are
gradually gefting back to
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In this March 18, 2020, photo, a maintenance worker looks at a
robot outside the offices of ZhenRobotics in Beijing.
Associated Press

work after China declared
victory over the coronavirus
that shut down the world's
second-largest economy.
ZhenRobotics' flagship
model is the six-wheeled,
68-centimeter-tall (27-inch-
talll RoboPony. The self-
driving cart is sold to re-
tailers, hospitals, malls and
apartment complexes.
Unlike airlines, hotels and
other industries that face a

RoboPony:

long and uncertain strug-
gle to recover, Liu said his
orders have fripled since
the outbreak began.

'"The epidemic made peo-
ple aware of the fragility of
human beings," Liu said.
"Robots can make up for
this vulnerability and pro-
vide services people can
frust," he said. "Trust in ro-
bots has been enhanced
dramatically."

Robots for use in factories
and consumer industries
are near the top of the rul-
ing Communist Party's wish
list for technology develop-
ment.

Chinese leaders see them
as a profitable export and
a way to make up for a
shrinking workforce as the
population ages.

Beijing has spent heavily

Chinese robot maker
sees demand surge amid virus

to set up robotics depart-
ments at universities and
research institutes. Private
sector developers can ap-
ply for research grants and
other support.
ZhenRobotics, founded
in 2016, does its research
and development in the
Chinese capital's Zhong-
guancun university district,
a hub for tech companies.
Livu said the company gets
a break on rent and other
official support.

Its researchers are working
on technologies including
machine learning, comput-
er vision and autonomous
navigation, according to
Liu.

ZhenRobotics has a testing
center in the southeastern
province of Zhejiang, south
of Shanghai. Manufactur-

ingisin Shenzhen, adjacent
to Hong Kong.

One of its robots patrols
Shanghai's Taikoo Hui shop-
ping mall. It can spot cus-
tomers with bare faces and
remind them to put on a
mask. It gives out hand san-
ifizer and broadcasts anti-
virus information.

The RoboPony has been
used by Suning.com Group
Ltd., one of China's big-
gest retailers, to delivery
food and other necessities
to households during the
outbreak. Demand for e-
commerce soared affer
the government cut most
access fo cities with a to-
fal of 60 million people in
late January. Hundreds of
millions more in other ar-
eas were to told stay home
whenever possible. ]
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In this Feb. 5, 2018, file photo, the seal of the Board of Governors
of the U.S, Federal Reserve System lies embedded in the floor at
the Marriner S. Eccles Federal Reserve Board Building in Wash-

ington.

Associated Press

Fed to help banks
purchase muni bonds
to keep credit flowing

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AP Economics Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — The

Federal Reserve said it
would seek to hold down
spiking interest rates in

the state and municipal
bond markets by support-
ing banks' purchase of the
bonds.

The Fed said Friday that it
would loan money to banks
that banks would then use
fo purchase highly-rated
muni bonds from money
market mutfual funds or
from muni bond funds. The
goal is to stabilize the $3.8
frillion muni bond market
and ensure states and cit-
ies and other public enti-
ties, including hospitals,
can borrow at low cost.
Without the ability to bor-
row, local and state gov-
ernments could be forced
to lay off workers.

The Federal Reserve Bank
of Boston is conducting the
fransactions and is doing so
by expanding the Money
Market Mutual Fund Liquid-
ity Facility, an emergen-
cy program it launched
Wednesday. The Fed has
launched three emergen-
cy lending programs, all of
which are intended to pro-
vide a source of borrowing
fo panicked financial mar-
kets, as investors and busi-
nesses increasingly stock-
pile cash and sell securities.
The MMLF was first used

during the 2008 financial
crisis, but its expansion to
include muni bonds is a
new step that wasn't taken
back then.

States and cities are facing
a looming cash crunch as
revenue from sales taxes
and other taxes are likely
to fall sharply in the coming
weeks and months. At the
same time, many public in-
stitutions are facing higher
costs, partficularly hospitals
and other health programs.
The Fed has in the past
come under criticism from
Democrats in Congress for
not using its emergency
lending powers to assist
struggling local govern-
ments. House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi asked Fed-
eral Reserve Chair Jerome
Powell on Tuesday to con-
sider doing so. The Fed says
its action Friday was in re-
sponse to furmoil in finan-
cial markets.

Also Friday, the Fed said it
would expand its currency
exchanges with five centrall
banks, including by provid-
ing week-long exchanges,
or currency swaps, every
day rather than once a
week.

The Fed provides dollars to
overseas central banks be-
cause some business is con-
ducted overseas in dollars
and foreign banks also pro-
vide dollar-denominated
loans to their customers.[]
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This Wednesday, April 3, 2019, file photo shows a box filled with dollar bills, in New York.

Associated Press

Filthy lucre: Paper money
shunned for fear of virus spread

By KEN SWEET

AP Business Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — In a
world suffering a pandem-
ic, cash is no longer king.

A growing number of busi-
nesses and individuals
worldwide have stopped
using banknotesin fear that
physical currency, handled
by tens of thousands of
people over their useful life,
could be a vector for the
spreading coronavirus.
Public officials and health
experts have said that the
risk of fransferring the virus
person-to-person  through
the use of banknotes is
small. But that has not
sfopped businesses from
refusing fo accept cur-
rency and some countries
from urging their citizens to
stop using banknotes alto-
gether.

Open Books, a non-profit
bookstore in Chicago, sent
an email fo customers last
week asking individuals not
to use cash.

A chain of diners in Wash-
ington State has also
sfopped accepting cash.
And delivery services like
Grubhub, Door Dash, and
others have instituted "no
contact" deliveries, and
have either stopped offer-
ing cash as a payment op-
tion or are actively discour-
aging it.

Experts say cash does carry
a risk of fransmitting the vi-

rus, but the risk from cash so
far is small compared with
other transmission routes. A
scientific paper published
early in the outbreak found
the virus can live on card-
board for up to 24 hours
and up to three days on
plastic and stainless steel.
The researchers, however,
did not test whether it can
live on banknote paper.
The presence of live virus
particles on banknotes
does not mean they are
a health hazard, public
health experts said. Virus
parficles are unlikely fo re-
furn to the air, or aerosolize,
once on a surface.

"It's not impossible that
there might be traces of vi-
rus on dollar bills but if you
wash your hands it should
provide adequate protec-
tions, you shouldn't need
anything else," said Julie
Fischer, a professor at the
Center for Global Health
Science and Society at
Georgetown University, on
C-SPAN.

Other devices used to pay
for items are just as likely
to be vectors for disease
fransfer. Credit and debit
cards are made of plas-
tic and metal. ATMs are
touched by hundreds of
human hands a day. And
there have been studies
that show smartphones are
heavily contaminated with
bacteria because of their

constant use.

Even the Federal Reserve
has taken efforts to make
sure the money supply is not
contfaminated. Banknotes
that circulated in Europe
and Asia are being quar-
antined for seven fo 10
days as a "precautionary
measure," according to a
Federal Reserve spokesper-
son.

While businesses are dis-
couraging cash usage,
there have been reports
of customers making large
withdrawals from ATMs in
several parts of the coun-
fry. Some banks have had
fo order additional cash
from the Fed or keep ATMs
stocked at higher levels to
allow larger customer with-
drawals.

Banknote avoidance s
not just happening in the
U.S. In South Korea, which
has been more successful
in stemming the outbreak,
the country's central bank
fook all banknotes out of
circulation for two weeks
or, in some cases, burned
paper money.

The National Bank of Po-
land said Thursday on Twit-
ter that "Polish banknotes
are subjected to a quaran-
fine" and are therefore safe
fo use in cash transactions.
The bank did not respond
fo a request sent Friday for
more details about how
that works.
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Stores set up senior shopping
hours amid coronavirus fears

By DENISE LAVOIE
Associated Press
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — As
senior citizens deal with
anxiety about the coronao-
virus, grocery store chains
and other retailers have
come up with a way to
ease their fears: shopping
fimes reserved exclusively
for them.

Target,  Whole Foods,
Walmart and Dollar Gener-
al, as well as supermarkets
in Europe, began dedicat-
ing early morning shopping
times for older customers
this week. The theory is that
allowing seniors to shop
among smaller  crowds
could reduce their chanc-
es of acquiring the virus
and give them first crack at
buying hand sanitizer and
other products that have
been hard to find because
of panic shopping.

The idea seems fto have
worked wellin smaller shops
but backfired in some larg-
er stores, where big crowds
made "social distancing"
difficult.

"If you didn't have corona-
virus before you got there,
you probably do now,"
said Roger Glenn Miller, 82,
after he showed up Thurs-
day morning at a Stop &
Shop grocery store in North
Providence, Rhode Island,
along with about 200 other
seniors.

Don Gregson, 81, had a
similar experience at the
same Stop & Shop. Greg-
son said he expected tfo
shop with a small group of
seniors but instead found
aisles crowded with peo-
ple.

When he saw the num-
ber of people in the store,
Gregson slipped on a sur-
gical mask he carries in
his pocket, then bought 4
gallons (15 liters) of distilled
water for the machine he
needs for sleep apnea.

"I'm sure they were frying
to do the right thing, but
somehow the planning
went astray,” he said.

The Massachusetts-based
chain, which is offering the
special shopping time for
seniors every day, said in a
statement that it is asking its
customers to consider stag-

Shoppers wait in line to enter a Stop & Shop supermarket during

hours open daily only for seniors Thursday, March 19, 2020, in

North Providence, R.I.

gering the days they shop
"fo ensure a less crowded
environment. as well as for
everyone to exercise cau-
tion and social distancing
while shopping."

Ernest Hodge, 72, had a
much smoother experi-
ence at a Dollar General
store just north of Rich-
mond. Hodge showed up
at 8 a.m. sharp Wednes-
day, wearing a face mask
and blue rubber gloves o
profect himself. He was
able to shop among just
a half-dozen other seniors
and got most of what he
needed, including disin-
fecting wipes, spray clean-
er and bottled water.
Hodge said he was happy
when he heard about the
special shopping hours be-
cause he is trying to limit his
exposure to people.

"I get off work, | go home.
| don't come out again un-
less it's a must," he said.
Dollar General is reserving
the first hour of shopping
every day for seniors at its
more than 16,000 stores.
Target has set aside an hour
every Wednesday morning
for vulnerable shoppers,
including the elderly and
those with underlying med-
ical condifions. Walmart
said it will host an hourlong
"senior shopping event"
every Tuesday for custom-
ers 60 and older, one hour
before stores open to the
general public.

In South Africa, the super-
market chain Pick n Pay
said this week that it will
open all its markets an

Associated Press

hour early every Wednes-
day for shoppers over 65.
And Sainsbury's, one of the
largest supermarket chains
in the United Kingdom,
reserved the first hour of
shopping in its stores Thurs-
day for elderly and other
vulnerable customers.

Jim Gibson, 72, from Croft-
on Park, southeast London,
went to his local superstore
in Bell Green, where he said
he had a'relatively frauma-
free" experience except for
the fact that some younger
shoppers appeared to ig-
nore the request to reserve
the hour for senior citizens.
Most of the products he
was looking for were there,
though many canned
items were "leaping off the
shelves" and he couldn't
get the medicines that he
and his 73-year-old wife
want "for love or money."
For most people, the new
coronavirus causes only
mild or moderate symp-
toms, such as fever and
cough. For some, especial-
ly older adults and people
with existing health prob-
lems, it can cause more se-
vere illness, including pneu-
monia. The vast majority of
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U.S. virus testing faces new headwind: Lab supply shortages

By MATTHEW PERRONE
WASHINGTON (AP) — First,
some of the coronavi-
rus tests didn't work. Then
there weren't enough to
go around. Now, just as
the federal government
fries fo ramp up nationwide
screening, laboratory work-
ers are warning of a new
roadblock: dire shortages
of testing supplies.

The shortages are the latest
stumble in a botched effort
to frack the spread of coro-
navirus that has left the U.S.
weeks behind many other
developed countries. Dwin-
dling supplies include both
chemical components and
basic swabs needed to
collect patient samples.
There are ‘'acute, seri-
ous shortages across the
board" for supplies needed
tfo do the fests, said Eric
Blank, of the Association of
Public Health Laboratories,
which represents state and
local health labs.

Blank said government labs
in the U.S. are compet-
ing for supplies with larg-
er commercial labs and
governments around the
world. In conference calls
this week with the Centers
for Disease Confrol and
Prevention, some lab staff
warned that they may
have to shut down testing
within days due fo lack of
components, Blank said.
Wide scale testing is a criti-
cal part of tracking and
containing infectious dis-
eases like COVID-19. But
the U.S. effort has been
plagued by a series of mis-
steps, including accuracy
problems with fests the
CDC sent to other labs and
bureaucratic hurdles that
siowed the enfrance of
large, private sector labs.
With the virus spreading, of-
ficials in the U.S. have shift-
ed focus from tracking the
virus to extraordinary mea-
sures to blunt its damage.

In this Wednesday, March 11, 2020 file photo, a technician prepares COVID-19 coronavirus pa-
tient samples for testing at a laboratory in New York's Long Island.

On Thursday California's
governor told its 40 million
residents to stay home in-
definitely and venture out-
side only for essential jobs.
But public health experts
stress that policymakers are
"flying blind" in deciding
how to manage the pan-
demic.

'The only way to get
through it without testing is
fo keep the entire country
qguaranfined for the next 18
months" said Dr. Ashish Jha,
a Harvard University global
health professor. "That obvi-
ously is untenable."

Jha and his colleagues say
the U.S. should be screen-
ing 100,000 to 150,000 peo-
ple per day. The current
rate is roughly 20,000 per
day, he estimates, though
it is accelerating as larger
commercial companies
ramp up testing.

The director of Missouri's
state lab said Friday that his
facility is facing shortages
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of swabs, liquids to store
pafient samples and kits to
develop the results. Many
labs are having similar
problems, said Bill Whitmar.
"Quite frankly, 95% to 98%
of the talk between lab di-
rectors has been about the
shortage of supplies,” Whit-
mar said.

At this point only 500 swabs
are available. And the lab
only has supplies to last
through Tuesday, he re-
ported.

The Jefferson City lab does
only a fraction of the coro-
navirus testing performed in
Missouri, with commercial
labs now doing the largest
share. But Whitmar's lab is
where tests are run on the
people most likely to be in-
fected in that state.

The shortages have be-
come a cenifral concern
in increasingly urgent com-
munications among gover-
nors and federal officials.
"Most of my phone calls
today have been about
swabs," Gov. Gina Raimon-
do said during a Tuesday
news conference. 'That's
our big issue at the mo-
ment."

The Trump administration's
top health official suggest-
ed Friday that the "anec-
dotal" reports of shortages
are caused by confusion
about how to find alterna-

Associated Press

five supplies.

"Usually it's that the lab
people do not understand
that there are alternative
supplies in the marketplace
that they are perfectly free
to use," Azar told reporters
in a briefing at the White
House. He said the federal
government is purchas-
ing and shipping swabs 1o
states.

Whitmar, the Missouri lab
director, said many sup-
pliers just don't have the
products in stock.

"An order is not a swab in
hand," he said.

The coronavirus test uses
a chemical chain reac-
fion to detect tiny traces
of the virus' genetic ma-
terial and reproduce it
many times. State and lo-
cal health labs follow the
tfechnique first developed
by the CDC, which calls for
a specific genetic kit made
by German diagnostic firm
Qiagen. Labs around the
globe are reporting short-
age of those kits.

Qiagen said this week it is
frying to boost production
from normal levels, which
are capable of testing 1.5
million patients per month,
fo amounts that would al-
low for testing more than 10
million patients by the end
of June.

The World Health Organiza-

fion hasinstructed countries
fo "test, test, test" to frack
and isolate those carrying
the virus. But the evolving
message from U.S. deci-
sion-makers acknowledges
that many suspected cases
will likely go untested.

The White House has in-
creasingly emphasized
that testing should prioritize
the elderly and health care
workers who have symp-
tfoms of the virus. While most
cases of COVID-19 are mild
and tens of thousands of
people have recovered,
older people and those
with  underlying health
problems are at higher risk
for more serious problems,
such as pneumonia.

"We don't want everyone
to go out and get a test be-
cause there's no reason for
it," President Donald Trump
told reporters in a briefing
Friday. (Two weeks ago,
Trump declared "anybody
who wants a test can get a
test." But his deputies later
walked back that state-
ment.)

The CDC tells people to
seek testing if they have
certain symptoms of the
flu-like iliness caused by the
coronavirus — fever, cough
and trouble breathing -
and if they have traveled
recently to an outbreak
area or have been in close
contact with someone who
is infected. They should first
be tested for the flu and
other routine infections.
While doctors are sup-
posed to decide who ulti-
mately gets tested, many
state labs have adjusted
their guidelines depending
on testing availability.

The Trump administration
is expected to soon an-
nounce the rollout of near-
ly 50 community-based
testing centers around the
country, including drive-
thru sites.

Some experts worry the in-
froduction of convenient,
mass screening will divert
supplies from people with
severe symptoms to those
who face lower risks.

"It's taking supplies that are
already in very short supply
away from the testing labo-
ratories that are doing nec-
essary testing," said Blank,
of the public health labs
association..
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Met Opera cancels season, stops pay of orchestra, chorus

By RONALD BLUM
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — The Met-
ropolitan Opera is cancel-
ing the rest of its season
and stopping the pay of
the orchestra, chorus and
other unionized employees
at the end of March due to
the new coronavirus.

The Met last week called
off performances through
March 31.

Met general manager
Peter Gelb said he is giv-
ing up his $1.45 million sal-
ary until normal operations
resume and higher-paid
members of his administra-
tive staff are having their
pay reduced — by 10% for
everyone earning more
than $125,000 and by 25%-
50% at the top of the pay
scale. The Met is launching
an emergency fundraising
drive of $50 million to $60
million and has obtained
pledges from its board for
$11 million of that.

"We have significant cash-
flow issues that we have
to deal with right now be-
cause of the loss of the box
office," Gelb said in an in-
terview. "We're also at the
same time encouraging
ticket buyers to donate
their tickets rather than
take refunds or at least put
their money on account so
we can hold onto it and re-

This March 12, 2020 file photo shows a few people at Josie Robertson Plaza in front of The Metro-
politan Opera house, background center, at Lincoln Center in New York.

assign it to a future perfor-
mance."

With a $308 million budget
this season, the Met is the
largest performing-arts insti-
fution in the U.S. Its season
was to have ended May
9, and its 2020-21 season
opens Sept. 21. The cri-
sis forced cancellation of
about one-third of the sea-
son and three high-defini-
fion telecasts to movie the-
aters around the world.
The American Guild of
Musical Artists, which rep-

resents the chorus and
singers, viewed the Met's
step as mandatory unpaid
leave rather than layoffs
since no artist contracts will
be canceled.

Health care coverage for
employees who receive it
through the Met will con-
tinue, a decision praised
by AMGA and Local 802 of
the American Federation
of Musicians, which rep-
resents the orchestra. Still,
AGMA said in a statement
"it's simply not enough dur-

Associated Press

ing this pandemic."

"Our arfists are facing a
scary and uncertain  fu-
ture," AGMA said. "They de-
pend on performance and
rehearsal fees to survive
and they are outf of work
indefinitely."

Local 802 said orchestra
members and their families
"are now facing the pros-
pect of no income for an
extended period of time.
We believe that immediate
governmental assistance is
essential to avoid a brutal

outcome for these musi-
cians."

Technical rehearsals for
next season's new produc-
tions will be compromised,
Gelb said. The chorus usu-
ally returns to the Met at
the start of August and the
orchestra right after Labor
Day.

The Met, citing force ma-
jeure, is not paying indi-
vidual singers for canceled
performances.

"In the history of theater and
operaq, in force majeure sit-
uations, artists who are very
well compensated, such
as those who perform at
the Met, do not get paid.
That's why their contracts
are written in such a fash-
ion," Gelb said. "That does
not mean that we are not
sympathetic and support-
ive of them. For the Met to
be able to come back and
be a house they are able
to perform in in the fall, it
has to be strong and has to
survive."

The Lyric Opera of Chica-
go, which called off its high-
ly anticipated presentation
of Wagner's Ring Cycle, is
paying the singers 10%, the
company said. The Atlanta
Opera, a smaller regional
company, paid its cast
for the two canceled per-
formances of "Porgy and
Bess." [

Placido Domingo resigns from opera union, donates $500,000

By JOCELYN GECKER

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Su-
perstar Pldcido Domingo
has resigned from the U.S.
union that represents op-
era singers and will con-
fribute $500,000 to sexual
harassment eradication
programs and a fund that
helps opera employees in
crisis, the union said Friday.
The development came
weeks after investigations
by the American Guild of
Musical Artists and Los An-
geles Opera found sexual
harassment allegations
against the famed tenor,
now 79, to be credible.

The investigations were
launched after the publi-
cation of Associated Press
stories last year in which
multiple women accused
Domingo of harassment
and abusing his power

while he held manage-
ment positions at LA Opera
and Washington National
Opera.

AGMA announced that
its four-month investiga-
fion found Domingo had
"engaged in inappropriate
activity, ranging from flirta-
fion to sexual advances,
in and outside of the work-
place." Details of the alle-
gations were not released,
but people familiar with the
investigation who spoke
tfo the AP on condition of
anonymity said investigo-
fors found 27 people were
sexually harassed or had
withessed inappropriate
behavior by Domingo in
the 1990s and 2000s.

LA Opera said ifs investiga-
tors had received 10 ac-
cusations that Domingo
engaged in "inappropriate

conduct" with women be-
tween 1986 and 2019. Do-
mingo helped found the LA
Opera in the 1980s and led
the company as general
director from 2003 until last
October, when he stepped
down after the allegations
surfaced.

In announcing Domingo's
resignation, AGMA also
said the union had with-
drawn disciplinary charges
fled against singer as a re-
sult of its investigation. Dis-
ciplinary action could have
ranged from fines fo expul-
sion.

Union officials contacted
by the AP said they had
no additional comment,
and Domingo's represen-
tative did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment.

The opera world has ef-

In this July 12, 2019 file photo, opera singer Placido Domingo
speaks during a news conference about an upcoming show in

Madrid, Spain.

fectively been shut by the
coronavirus pandemic,
which has halted tfravel and
led companies across the
globe to close theaters in-
definitely, leaving much of

Associated Press

the industry unemployed.
The union has encouraged
members affected by the
crisis to apply for finan-
cial assistance to its relief
fund..
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TV med shows donate masks, Cannes delayed amid coronavirus

By The Associated Press un-
defined

From finding ways to help
others cope to sheltering in
place to canceling events,
here's a look at some of the
ways the enfertainment
industry is reacting to the
spread of the coronavi-
rus, which most people re-
cover from but can cause
severe illness in the elderly
and those with preexisting
medical conditions.

MASKS FROM DRAMAS
BRING REAL RELIEF

They may only play doctors
on TV, but they're giving re-
al-life help to hospitals that
have taken a hit from the
coronavirus outbreak.

The Fox TV medical series
"The Resident" has donated
some of its on-set masks
and gowns to a hospital
in Atlanta, where it shoofs,
and the ABC show 'The
Good Doctor" is moving to
do the same in its home
base of Vancouver, Can-
ada.

"To the entire team @there-
sidentfonfox, thank you
for this incredibly gener-
ous donation of #PPE from
your set, including gowns,
masks, gloves, and all the
things our healthcare work-
ers need fto provide safe
care for our community
during #COVID19," Dr. Kar-
en Law of Grady Memorial
Hospital said on Instagram,
along with a photo of box-
es of the donated gear.
Show representatives con-
firmed that the gear came
from them, and represen-
tatives of "The Good Doc-
tor" said they were in talks
with government officials in
Vancouver about what is
needed at hospitals there.
"l had a serious discussion
with the residents about
how, though supplies are
low, a magical shipment
of masks is unlikely to ar-
rive," Law said. "And yet, a
magical shipment of masks
DID arrive, in the form of this
very generous gesture.”
The coronavirus has es-
pecially hit home for "The
Good Doctor." Actor Dan-
iel Dae Kim, who is a pro-
ducer on the show and ap-
peared in several episodes
last year, says he has tested
positive for it.

Kim said in an Instagram

—

This image released by ABC shows a scene from "The Good Doctor."

video from his house in Ha-
waii that while flying home
from a shoot in New York
— where he was playing
a doctor helping with a
flu pandemic — he no-
ficed an itch in his throat,
followed by a tightness in
his chest and body aches
that prompted him fo get
tested.

Kim says he was not hospi-
talized, and began feeling
better within a few days.
"I'm not 100 percent, but I'm
close," he said.

CANNES CAN'T GO ON AS
PLANNED

France's Cannes Film Festi-
val has joined the long list
of prestigious events de-
layed by the coronavirus
pandemic. The 73rd edi-
fion of cinema's storied an-
nual gathering will not take
place from May 12 to 23 as
planned.

Organizers had for days
held out on delaying the
festival on the French Riv-
iera, but finally relented
Thursday and say they're
considering moving it to
the end of June or the be-
ginning of July.

The pandemic has start-
ed fo affect events in the
summer as well, with the
Daytime Emmy Awards
announcing Thursday that
they were canceling their

June ceremony.

"There are just foo many un-
knowns right now, not the
least of which is whether
we would actually be per-
mitted to stage an event in
June" involving more than
1,000 participants, National
Academy of Television Arts
& Sciences Chairman Terry
O'Reilly wrote in a letter to
members.

The Daytime Emmy Awards
had been scheduled for
June 12-14in California.

MINIONS MOVIE DELAYED
Even if movie theaters are
open this summer, "Minions:
The Rise of Gru" will not be
hitting its planned July re-
lease date. Universal Pic-
tures says Thursday that the
animated film will not be
completed by July 3 due to
circumstances surrounding
the coronavirus.

Chris  Meledandri, the
founder and CEO of lllumi-
nation, says in a statement
that lllumination is closing
its Paris studio due tfo the
severity of the situation in
France. Meledandri says
they are abiding by the
recommendations of the
French government.

ROSIE BRINGS HER FRIENDS
FOR HELP

Rosie O'Donnell is reviving
her old daytime talk show

Associated Press

for one time only — and her
guest list is impressive.

A who's-who of Broadway
and Hollywood — includ-
ing Matthew Broderick and
Sarah Jessica Parker, Neil
Patrick Harris, Morgan Free-
man, Gloria Estefan and
Barry Manilow — plan tfo
join O'Donnell on Sunday
for a live streaming '"The
Rosie O'Donnell Show" as
a fundraiser for The Actors
Fund.

The show will be available
at  Broadway.com and
livestreamed on Broadway.
com's YouTube channel. It
starts at 7 p.m. Eastern.
Ofthers expected to show
up include: Sebastian Arce-
lus, Stephanie J. Block, Tituss
Burgess, Norbert Leo Butz,
Kristin  Chenoweth, Gavin
Creel, Darren Criss, Jesse
Tyler Ferguson, Harvey Fier-
stein, David Foster, Megan
Hilty, Judith Light, Rob Mc-
Clure, Audra McDonald,
Katharine McPhee, Alan
Menken, Idina Menzel,
Brian Stokes Mitchell, Kelli
O'Hara, Ben Platt, Billy Por-
ter, Andrew Rannells, Chita
Rivera, Seth Rudetsky, Lea
Salonga, Jordin Sparks, Ben
Vereen and Adrienne War-
ren.

ORCHESTRA QUIET
The Metropolitan Opera in
New York City is canceling

the rest of its season and
stopping pay of the orches-
fra, chorus and other union-
ized employees at the end
of March due to the new
coronavirus.

The Met last week can-
celed performances
through March 31.

Met  general manager
Peter Gelb said he is giv-
ing up his $1.45 million sal-
ary until normal operations
resume and higher-paid
members of his administra-
five staff are having their
pay reduced, by 10% for
everyone earning more
than $125,000 and by 25-
50% at the top of the pay
scale. The Met is launching
an emergency fundraising
drive of $50 million to $60
million and has obtained
pledges from its board for
$11 million of that.

"We have significant cash-
flow issues that we have
to deal with right now be-
cause of the loss of the box
office," Gelb said in an in-
terview. "We're also at the
same tfime encouraging
ficket buyers to donate
their fickets rather than
take refunds or at least put
their money on account so
we can hold onto it and re-
assign it to a future perfor-
mance."

With a $308 million budget
this season, the Met is the
largest performing-arts insti-
fution in the U.S. Its season
was to have ended May
9, and ifs 2020-21 season
opens Sept. 21. The cri-
sis forced cancellation of
about one-third of the sea-
son and three high-defini-
fion telecasts to movie the-
aters around the world.

CONAN O'BRIEN WILL TRY
TO RETURN TO LATE NIGHT
WITH AN iPHONE

With iPhones and Skype,
Conan O'Brien is going
back on the air.

The late-night host said he
will resume putting out new
episodes of TBS' "Conan"
on March 30. His staff will
remain at home, and the
show will be cobbled tfo-
gether with O'Brien on an
iPhone and guests via Sky-
pe.

"This will not be prefty, but
feel free to laugh at our at-
tempt," said O'Brien on Twit-

ter. 4



PEOPLE & ARTS

A31

SATURDAY 21 MARCH 2020

Neftflix establishes S100 million virus relief fund

By LYNN ELBER

AP Television Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Netflix
said Friday it is establishing
a $100 million relief fund for
workers in the worldwide
creative community af-
fected by the coronavirus-
caused halt of most film
and television production.
"This community has sup-
ported Nefflix through the
good times, and we want
to help them through these
hard times, especially while
governments are still figur-
ing out what economic
support they will provide,"
Ted Sarandos, Netflix's chief
creative officer, said in a
statement.

The majority of the fund will
support hard-hit crews on
Neftflix's own productions
around the world, Sarandos
said, and will supplement
the two weeks of pay the
company already agreed
to pay the cast and crew
on suspended productions.
Electricians, carpenters
and drivers, who largely
are paid hourly wages and
work on a project-to-proj-
ect basis, are among the
hundreds of thousands in

This June 24, 2015, file photo, shows the Nefflix Apple TV app icon, in South Orange, N.J.

the entertainment industry
without jobs, he said.

More than 120,000 jobs
have been lost by mem-
bers of IATSE, the Inferna-
tional Alliance of Theatrical
Stage Employees that rep-
resents cinematographers,
editors, production design-
ers and others, according

fo The Hollywood Reporter.
The publication cited cor-
respondence to mem-
bers from the International
Cinematographers  Guild
and Motion Picture Editors
Guild.

In an effort to support the
broader film and television
industry, $15 million of the
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Neftflix fund will be distrib-
uted to "third parties and
nonprofits providing emer-
gency relief to out-of-work
crew and cast in the coun-
tries where we have alarge
production base," accord-
ing fo Sarandos' statement.
In the U.S. and Canada,
Netflix said it will donate $1

million each to the SAG-AF-
TRA Covid-19 Disaster Fund,
the Moftion Picture and
Television Fund and the Ac-
tors Fund Emergency Assis-
tance in the United States,
and $1 million between the
Fondation des Arfistes and
the AFC, formerly known as
the Actors' Fund of Cana-
da.

Elsewhere, including Eu-
rope, Latin America and
Asia, Neftflix is coordinating
with industry organizations
to create similar relief ef-
forts, Sarandos said, with
announcements planned
next week on funding those
efforts.

"What's happening is un-
precedented," he said."We
are only as strong as the
people we work with and
Neftflix is forfunate to be
able to help those hardest
hit in our industry through
this challenging time."
Effortsto contain the spread
of the coronavirus have left
the entertainment industry
reeling, with the suspen-
sion of most productions,
closures of movie theaters
and Broadway plays and
concert postponements.

The Grand Ole Opry to play on in an empty theater

By KRISTIN M. HALL

AP Entertainment Writer
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) —
The Grand Ole Opry, the
longest running radio show
in history, is playing on
through the coronavirus
outbreak by returning to its
roofs.

The country music institu-
tion, which has been airing
Saturday nights for 94 years,
is set fo broadcast live on
television this week in front
of an empty venue. The
show was originally aired
without a live audience
in its early days in 1925 on
WSM, the AM station in
Nashville, Tennessee, that
still airs the radio broadcast
every Saturday.

Normally the show is per-
formed live in front of an
audience of about 4,400
people at its current home,
the Opry House, but the
coronavirus forced the
Opry to close its doors to
the public last Saturday
while the radio broadcast

confinued. This Satfurday,
country artists Brad Paisley,
Vince Gill and Marty Stuart
will perform acoustically to
an empty theater, but the
show will air live on televi-
sion.

The performance will air on
the Circle, a network that
is a joint venture between
the Opry Entertainment
Group and Gray Television.
Fans can also watch the
performance on the Opry's
YouTube page.

Stuart, a Grand Ole Opry
member, will be playing by
himself on stage with just
his guitar and mandolin,
without the Opry's normal
backing band.

"We are at a pointin the na-
tion (when) people need
hope," Stuart told The As-
sociated Press. "They need
something to taoke their
minds off what the news is
telling us every time we turn
on the news.

That's what counfry music
does. It was made for Sat-

urday night."

For most people, the new
coronavirus causes only
mild or moderate symp-
tfoms, such as fever and
cough. For some, especial-
ly older adults and people
with existing health prob-
lems, it can cause more se-
vere illness, including pneu-
monia.

The vast majority of people
recover from the new virus.
Dan Rogers, vice president
and executive producer of
the Opry, said it is follow-
ing safe distance recom-
mendations among the
crew and artists fo prevent
the spread of the virus
and cleaning the venue
and equipment as recom-
mended by health officials.
The Opry is believed to only
have canceled one Satur-
day night performance in
its history — in 1968 when
the assassination of the
Rev. Martfin Luther King Jr.
in  Memphis caused the
city of Nashville to impose

-,

This undated file photo shows The Grand Ole Opry, the longest
continuously running radio show in the world, at the Grand Ole

Opry House in Nashville, Tenn.

a curfew. The Opry con-
tinued broadcasting even
after the Opry House was
flooded in 2010.

"Country music has been
thought to be universal,"
Rogers said. "And these
days, this problem that
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we're all in the middle of
now is universal as well. So
hopefully we can touch
a lot of a people. Maybe
someone will laugh Safur-
day night. Maybe some-
body will hear alyric that re-
ally connects with them."1
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National parks are free, but some oppose that amid the virus

By BRADY McCOMBS and
JAMES ANDERSON

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Most
national parks are open
as a refuge for Americans
fired of being stuck af
home during a pandemic,
but despite now being free
to visit, people may find
it more difficult to enjoy
them as parks close visitor
centfers, shuttles, lodges
and restaurants to fight the
spread of the coronavirus.
Parks are frying to keep up
with ever-changing rules
and recommendations
from government officials
who are urging people to
avoid gathering in large
groups but allowing them
to get outside for fresh air
and exercise as long as
they keep away from oth-
ers.

The National Park Service
says if's adhering to the
latest guidelines from the
White House and Centers
for Disease Confrol and
Prevention, vowing fo keep
outdoor spaces open while
giving park superinten-
dents the power to close or
modify operations.

Interior Secretary David
Bernhardt this week tempo-
rarily waived entrance fees
at national parks, monu-
ments and wildlife refuges
to make it easier for people
fo get outdoors and "imple-
ment some social distanc-
ing."

"Geftting out into the wil-
derness is perfect for what
we call the 'shack nasties'
— being cooped up in-
side your home," said Trish
Jacob, an employee of a
backcountry guiding com-
pany near Rocky Mountain
National Park.

But not everyone is on
board with the idea of peo-
ple descending on parks
and their gateway fowns
to escape the virus.
Making parks free will lead
to overcrowding and put
staffers and visitors at great-
er risk of being exposed to
the virus, according to a
group representing park
service employees.

"It is iresponsible to urge
people to visit national
park sites when gathering
at other public spaces is
no longer considered safe,"
said Phil Francis, chairman
of the Coadlition to Protect

Snowshoers head up a slope above Paradise at Mount Rainier National Park, Wednesday, March
18, 2020, in Washington state.

America's National Parks.

A hospital in Moab, Utah,
also has implored state of-
ficials to slow the flow of
people coming fo see the
red rocks and unique for-
mations aft Arches and
Canyonlands national
parks over fears the facil-
ity couldn't handle an out-
break. In response, officials
this week limited hotel stays
to people in town for work
and banned dining in res-
tfaurants.

Nationally, parks are devis-
ing ways to stay open while
keeping people safely
apart and trying to ensure
employees stay healthy.
Many closed visitor centers,
museums and enfrance
booths while rangers are
stationed outside to field
visitors' questions.

Though rangers are work-
ing, some parks warned
people to be extra cau-
fious, especially in plac-
es with wintry weather,
because resources are
stfrained amid the pan-
demic and rescues may be
more difficult.

Zion National Park in south-
ermn Utah halted shuttles
used by most people visit-
ing itsred rock vistas nestled
in a narrow canyon. Tourists
now must wait for limited
parking to free up. Grand

Canyon National Park also
stopped its shuttles and
closed its restaurants.

In Northern California, visi-
for centers at several des-
finations managed by the
park service, such as Muir
Woods Natfional Monu-
ment, Alcatraz Island and
the Golden Gate Bridge,
are closed. Yosemite Na-
fional Park closed its camp-
grounds.

Chris  Brunell, who spent
most of the past three
weeks camping in Yosem-
ite, said he was told he
had to pack up and leave
Thursday, two days earlier
than he expected.

Brunell, who was laid off
from a Silicon Valley tech-
nology job before the
outbreak, said the park
emptied noticeably after
lodging and restaurants
closed Tuesday.
"Compared to the usual
numbers, it's just a trickle,"
he said.

Yellowstone National Park,
Mount  Rainier National
Park in Washington state
and Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Park in Colorado also
closed facilities. Most ame-
nities and roads in Yellow-
stone — which spans parts
of Wyoming, Montana and
I[daho — and Rainier nor-
mally are closed this time
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of year because of deep
snow. The Statue of Liberty
National Monument and
Ellis Island in New York are
closed entirely.

Workers at Grand Canyon
have shifted away from du-
ties that put them close to
tourists.

"We're just coming up with
different ways for them to
do their jobs that's mind-
ful of the CDC guidelines,"
park spokeswoman  Lily
Daniels said.

For most people, the coro-
navirus causes only mild or
moderate symptoms. But
for the elderly and people
with existing conditions, it
can cause more severe ill-
ness. The vast majority of
those who are infected re-
cover.

In Utah, the hospital's con-
cerns are over the social
inferactions  at  hoftels,
bars, restaurants and of-
ten crowded frailheads or
enfrance gates. Expecting
thousands of tourists in the
city this weekend, Moab
Regional Hospital execu-
tives urged the governor
to ban visitors. But tourists
have only been prohibited
from staying at hotels.
"We're just encouraging
people stay home and stay
in their residences and to
wait out this two weeks and

hopefully things will return
fo some kind of normal,"
said Elaine Gizler, executive
director of the Moab Area
Travel Council.

In Rocky Mountain Natfion-
al Park, Katarina Takahashi
of Longmont, Colorado,
frudged through fresh snow
during a three-hour hike to
Emerald Lake, passing oth-
er alpine lakes surrounded
by towering peaks. She
called the 3-mile (5-kilome-
ter) trek last week a much-
needed escape.

"It's a very refreshing fime
fo be outdoors, to get the
health benefits of exercis-
ing, be in the sunshine, and
get away as well from the
anxiety I've felt, that we're
all feeling, about the virus,"
said Takahashi, a 32-year-
old freelance Japanese
language franslator who
blogs about the outdoors.
Businesses in Estes Park, a
gateway town fthat relies
heavily on Rocky Mountain
Natfional Park, are watch-
ing virus developments
warily.

"We are open for business
until the city tells us oth-
erwise," said Jacob, who
works for Kirk Mountain
Adventures, which offers
snowshoeing, fly fishing, hik-
ing, backpacking and oth-
er excursions info the park.
Kirk employees were lead-
ing snowshoeing and fly
fishing ftrips this week —
each limited to three peo-
ple, not because of the
virus but because many
visitors want a more inti-
mate experience in nature.
But spring break business is
slightly down, Jacob said.
Like its Moab counterpart,
the Estes Park Chamber
of Commerce is focusing
more on helping its mem-
bers deal with the virus
than promoting tourism.
The town's already been hit
by a statewide ban on din-
ing at restaurants and bars.
If there's any silver lining, it
may be beftter that the first
shock waves from the coro-
navirus are hitting now,
rather than during the peak
summer season, chamber
executive director Keith
Pearson said.

"By Memorial Day, if the
worst can be in the rear-
view mirror, that would be
fantastic," Pearson said.]



